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 Ciara Byrne is the Co-Founder and Chief Executive Officer of Green Our 
Planet, a nationally scaled education platform that reconnects young people 
to the planet through hands-on learning in STEM, sustainability, nutrition, and 
financial literacy.

Over the past decade, Ciara has helped steward more than $30 million in 
philanthropic, public, and partnership funding to bring Green Our Planet’s 
programs to 1,300+ schools across 44 states, serving 400,000+ students and 
14,000 educators. The organization integrates school gardens, hydroponics 
laboratories, and technology-enabled curricula to help students—particularly 
those in underserved communities—develop scientific literacy, environmental 
awareness, and a sense of agency in the world around them.

Under Ciara’s leadership, Green Our Planet has recently partnered with sister 
company Green Our Planet Studios to pioneer the use of AI Teaching Assistants to support educators and 
students. These include Dr. Splash, Bugsy, and Quasar—AI-powered guides embedded within the learning 
platform that help teachers plan lessons, support inquiry-based learning, and bring complex concepts in 
science, sustainability, and financial literacy to life in accessible, student-centered ways.

Since its inception in 2013, Green Our Planet has grown from a grassroots initiative into a multi-state platform 
blending education innovation, climate resilience, and community-based economic opportunity—where 
students don’t just learn, but run farmers markets, grow food for their communities, and see themselves as 
contributors to real-world solutions.

Before founding Green Our Planet, Ciara served as CEO of Lion Television USA, leading U.S. operations for 
an international film production company and securing long-term partnerships generating $30–40 million 
annually. She was selected as a 2019 Obama Fellow, chosen from more than 5,000 applicants worldwide 
for her leadership and impact. An immigrant from Ireland who has lived in eight countries, Ciara brings a 
global, cross-cultural perspective to building models that are innovative, deeply human, and designed to last.

The Future of Learning
01/22	 Ciara Byrne	 GoP Financial Literacy
01/29	 Contestants	 4 Way Speech - Club Level

Vegas The Fast Track
02/05	 Bill Walshe	 The Sphere, EVP Global Head of Venue Ops & Development
02/12	 Shawn McCoy, PhD	 UNLV Lied Center Real Estate, Director Associate Professor
02/19	 Steve Hill	 LVCVA, CEO & President, The Boring Company
02/26	 Contestants	 Dan Stover Music Competition

Wellbeing
03/05	 Larry Barnard	 Intermountain Health Children’s Hospital, Brain Health
03/12	 Karissa Garr/Lend Walthers	 Human Trafficking
03/19	 Dr. Chad Warren, CFRE, FCEP	 St. Rose Dominican Health, President & Chief Philanthropy Officer
03/26	 Charlene Degan/ 
	 Samantha Rubinstein	 VA of Southern Nevada, POC Whole Health Team

Our Club’s
Accomplishments

Good People, Doing Good Things, 
for People in Need.

n	 Steffi Sorrentino accepted a $3,000  
	 community grant from our club, on 
	 behalf of The Ability Center of Southern 
	 Nevada, supporting programs that 
	 empower individuals of all abilities 
	 across our community. 

n	 Our club awarded a $1,500 community 
	 grant to the Balikbayan Bots, a Southern 
	 Nevada–based robotics team blending 
	 engineering and cultural education to 
	 inspire and equip high school students 
	 for competitive success.

n	 The Club proudly presented $3,000 to 
	 Jennifer Strobel of Families for 
	 Effective Autism (FEAT) to support 
	 their Family Break Program 

Check It Out!
The 25 Club meeting brings new 

Rotarians together to learn and connect. 
When seasoned members share their 
experience, everyone leaves stronger. 

Join us January 22!

WHAT IS ROTARY?
2025 - 2026

Rotary International President
Francesco Arezzo

District 5300 Governor 
Gilda Moshir

Rotary is an organization of business and 
professional leaders who work to address 

critical issues like promoting peace, fighting 
disease,providing clean water, supporting 
education, and growing local economies. 

Rotary clubs around the world foster 
fellowship, encourage high ethical standards, 

and work to advance goodwill and peace.
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The Art of the Invitation
We naturally sit with familiar faces each week. It feels good—easy conversation, shared 
laughs, inside jokes, a chance to catch up. That comfort matters. But let’s remember how it 
felt to be new—unsure where to sit, uncertain of roles, scanning the room for a friendly face.  

Keep your favorite seat, your trusted tablemates—but also leave an open chair. Invite 
someone new to join your group. Pull out a chair. Make the introductions. And to break the 
ice, let them know they’ve found the fun table!

Remember, being “new” is relative. Even if you’re still finding your footing, someone else 
just walked through the door for the very first time — and your invitation might make all the 
difference.

…and Get Well Soon

Our Rotary family is missing two familiar faces as Laura 
Perkins and Jason Frederico continue their recovery 
journeys. Both are in different stages of healing and, while 
making progress, are not yet able to attend meetings. 
Their absence is felt, and we are reminded how much they 
contribute to the energy and fellowship of our club.

We want Laura and Jason to know they are very much in our thoughts. Wishing them strength, 
patience, and a smooth recovery, we look forward to welcoming them back as soon as they’re 
able—hopefully very soon.

The Las Vegas Rotary Club’s guiding theme this month, “Las 
Vegas: The Future of Learning,” underscores our commitment to 
strengthening the community through meaningful investments 
in education, literacy, and youth opportunities. Rooted in service 
since its founding in 1923, the Club’s work is deeply intertwined 
with the history, growth, and future of the city of Las Vegas itself.

We have a long-standing partner program with Spread the Word 
Nevada focused on childhood  literacy. Our Club has donated 
consistently to this nonprofit organization, which aims to improve 
literacy rates by distributing books to underserved children in 

Southern Nevada. This program aligns with the Rotary Club’s mission of “Teaching Youth 
to Succeed” through education and literacy development. 

Through literacy initiatives, mentoring, scholarships, leadership development, and service 
projects, Rotary helps students discover their strengths and their potential.

The future of learning is not one-size-fits-all. By evolving alongside our schools and 
educators, Rotary remains a trusted partner, helping young people build confidence, skills, 
and a sense of purpose.



Social and Special Events

DID YOU
KNOW!

Draw the Joker!Draw the Joker!
Win 1/2 the Raffle!Win 1/2 the Raffle!

CurrentCurrent
Raffle AmountRaffle Amount

$500.00$500.00

January Rotarian Birthdays
Kathy Mahon......................................1/2	
Carolyn Sparks...................................1/7
Kirk Alexander...................................1/9
Nikki Junium.....................................1/12
Jerry Engel........................................1/20

Gwen Hall.........................................1/22
Christian Anderson..........................1/25
John Seibel.......................................1/28
Stuart Lipoff.....................................1/29
Andrew Thurlow..............................1/31

V - Volunteer Opportunity

JanuaryJanuary
01/22	 6:00pm-8:00pm			 25 Club Meeting at Elliot Harris’ home

FebruaryFebruary
02/07	 1:00pm-4:00pm			 Pickleball. Polio. Play - District 5300 So. Nevada
			   End Polio Now Fundraiser
02/12	 12:15pm			  Guests of the Club: Beckley Dearing & McCall ES
02/12-02/17	 Varies		  Mayors Cup
02/17	 7:30am			  Beckley - Breakfast/Snack Time with Books
02/24	 8:30am			  Hollingsworth Breakfast/Snack Time with Books

MarchMarch
03/02-03/06	 Varies			  Nevada Reading Week: Beckley & Hollingsworth
03/12	 12:15pm			  Guests of the Club: Bracken, Long & Hollingsworth
03/17	 7:30am			  Beckley - Breakfast/Snack Time with Books
03/20	 6:00pm		  Cigar Social
03/20-03/22	 All Weekend			  TLC - Teen Leadership Camp, 8th graders, Camp Cedar Crest
03/24	 8:30am			  Hollingsworth Breakfast/Snack Time with Books

AprilApril
04/11	 9:00am		  Highway Clean-up & Brunch
04/21	 7:30am			  Beckley - Breakfast/Snack Time with Booksh
04/21	 8:30am			  Hollingsworth Breakfast/Snack Time with Books
04/22	 7:00am		  Spring Giant Student farmers Market, DT Summerlin

After Taipei in 2026, the 
2027 Rotary International 

Convention heads to Dubai 
–Rotary’s first-ever 
convention in the 

Middle East.
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SHKC

213-300-1107 
rgamero@opto22.com

Rene Gamero
Industrial Automation 

Executive 

opto22.com

Mayor’s Cup: A Global Game

The Very Beginning
What began as a bold civic vision has grown into one of the most influential youth soccer tournaments in 
North America. The Las Vegas Mayor’s Cup International Soccer Tournament, held this year February 12–17, 
was launched in 2000 under then–Mayor Oscar Goodman to showcase Las Vegas’s expanding soccer facilities 
and attract international youth competition. From its earliest days, the tournament looked beyond local play—
creating a stage where young athletes from around the world could compete, connect, and experience Las Vegas 
as a global destination.

How Our Club Became Involved
Everything changed in 2006. During Brock Fraser’s year as president, Roger Tabor—of the Downtown Rotary Club 
and President of the Downtown Las Vegas Soccer Club—introduced the Mayor’s Cup to the Las Vegas Rotary 
Club. What began as a simple presentation quickly became a powerful partnership. From that moment forward, 
Las Vegas Rotary stepped in to host international teams—opening doors for young athletes who otherwise may 
never have had the opportunity to compete on a global stage.

Over the years, the club has welcomed teams from Russia, Colombia, France, and Germany. When Borussia 
Mönchengladbach, one of Germany’s premier professional soccer academies, joined the tournament, the Mayor’s 
Cup truly stepped onto the world stage. Known internationally as the team to beat, their participation elevated 
the tournament’s reputation and competitive level almost overnight. The Las Vegas Rotary Club holds priority 
hosting for Borussia Mönchengladbach and has embraced that role wholeheartedly. Members serve as host 
families, drivers, guides, and cultural ambassadors. What could have been simply a tournament has 
become a genuine cultural exchange rooted in service and friendship.

The Scope and Importance of the Tournament
Behind the scenes, the Mayor’s Cup remains a true family effort. Roger Tabor, his wife Amy, and now their son 
Colin coordinate the tournament each year—traveling worldwide to promote the event, build relationships, 
and personally invite teams. Their dedication ensures the Mayor’s Cup remains both fiercely competitive and 
genuinely international. For visiting teams—especially the German educators and coaches—the experience 
extends far beyond the scoreboard. Players practice English, immerse themselves in American culture, and, by 
their own admission, enthusiastically explore American stores. Combined with Rotary hospitality, the tournament 
becomes a meaningful cultural exchange that leaves lasting impressions while supporting the local economy.

Today, the Mayor’s Cup serves both boys and girls across two weekends in February and one weekend in October. 
Elite teams arrive from across the United States and around the globe. Older age groups are heavily scouted, with 
hundreds of college coaches attending annually. Many players credit the tournament with early exposure that 
led to collegiate opportunities and professional pathways. Several of “our boys” have gone on to compete at 
professional and Olympic levels, earning multi-million-dollar contracts. Internationally recognized as one of the 
largest and most impactful youth soccer tournaments of its kind, the Mayor’s Cup is often compared to top global 
events for its scale, diversity, and developmental value. Its strength lies not in exclusivity, but in opportunity—
bringing together different cultures, playing styles, and perspectives on one global stage.

2026: When the World Comes to Las Vegas
This year, the Las Vegas Rotary Club will once again host the U15 boys’ team from Borussia Mönchengladbach. 
The February 2026 Mayor’s Cup will welcome an extraordinary 980 teams, including 64 international teams, 
competing on 77 fields and playing more than 2,200 games.

Hundreds of scouts will line the sidelines as families, coaches, and supporters fill hotels, restaurants, and venues 
throughout the valley. Beyond the fields, the 2026 tournament is projected to generate more than $60 million for 
the Las Vegas economy—while giving young athletes confidence, perspective, friendships, and lifelong memories.

This is Rotary’s mission in action: supporting youth, opening doors, and building global goodwill.
—Karen Whisenhunt & Tina Bishop



Pictures

Speaker Sherri Morrow and President Janice

PP Karen Whisenhunt makes an announcement

Congratulations: PP Tom Krob pulled the JOKER!

Kyle Smith & Kathy Govoreau

Aris Lazarou (fined) and Antoinette Monroe

Eric Schimmoeller with the Super Bowl Board

President Janice gives Brian Sorrentino the 
Lawry Bucks

Carey Grohs and PP Toni Kern

Dr. Michael Williams and Guest

PP Russ Swain and Lin Ng

Shawn Sennett leads the Pledge

Mike Seibel & Speaker Sherri Morrow



Weekly Showcase

Member Spotlight
PP Jim Tucker —  A True Rotarian

March 23, 1946 – December 18, 2025
James R. “Jim” Tucker led Rotary the way he lived—with heart, humor, and unwavering spirit. 

When Jim became President of the Las Vegas Rotary Club during the 2002–
2003 Rotary year, the world was still recovering from the events of September 
11, 2001. Through that uncertain time, Jim provided calm leadership and 
steady optimism, ensuring continued support of Rotary International’s annual 
and permanent funds. A steward of tradition and a champion of progress, he 
also focused on strengthening the club’s future—updating the club banner, 
digitizing the membership roster, and improving daily operations. During Jim’s 
presidency, the Wetzel Award was established in honor of Rotarian Scotty 
Wetzel, reflecting Jim’s belief in recognizing those who helped shape our club.

Jim’s Rotary service spanned decades and many roles, including President of the 25 Club (1994), Club 
Director (1996-2004), Club President (2002–2003), and Trustee of the Las Vegas Rotary Foundation (2001-
2003). He was honored with the Marathon Award (2004-2005) and recognized as a Paul Harris Fellow, 
Las Vegas Rotary Foundation Benefactor, and Rotary International Benefactor. Yet it was often the quieter 
contributions that defined him—guiding The Wheel as editor, serving as the club’s resident photographer, 
and proudly overseeing the annual Super Bowl Board to benefit the Foundation. 

When Jim formally resigned on July 30, 2024, the club unanimously named him an Honorary Member the 
following September—a reflection not of an ending, but of a legacy that continues to ripple through our 
Rotary family with gratitude, admiration, and love.

Michael Cudiamat RN, HCS-D
ADMINISTRATOR

3100 W. Sahara Avenue
Suite 111
Las Vegas, NV 89102

Phone:  702-222-1714
Fax  702-222-1715

hospiceservicesnv@yahoo.com

Super Bowl Fun Starts with a Square. The Super Bowl Square Board is back—and it’s one of our 
favorite ways to mix a little fun with meaningful impact. Squares are 
$50 each, with payouts of $500 for every quarter and a $1,000 prize for 
the final score. For many years, this fundraiser was coordinated by Past 
President Jim Tucker which is now proudly named in his honor. Half of 
all proceeds support the Las Vegas Rotary Foundation, so whether you’re 
in it for bragging rights, luck, or loyalty, every square plays a part. Grab one 
while they last—Jim would expect nothing less. Help the Foundation grow 
by buying a square! See Eric Schimmoeller.

District 5300 Rotarians Make Headlines During India Exchange.  Our Rotary Friendship Exchange to 
India made international headlines—literally! While 
visiting Indore, our District 5300 team was featured in a 
local newspaper (see photo at left that appeared a few 
days ago). Led by Rotarian Rampur Viswanath, the seven-
member group explored Indore’s renowned cleanliness 
initiatives, historic landmarks, and vibrant culture. The 
Exchange showcased Rotary’s global impact through 
service, including Project Drishti supporting visually 
impaired children, plus educational and environmental 

programs with local partners. Hosted by Rotary District 3040, the experience strengthened friendships and global 
understanding. Attending from our club: Rampur Viswanath, Brian Riley, Liz Rothwell, and Randall Brody.

Gwen Hall: An Afternoon to Remember. Lights, camera… Vegas 
sparkle! Gwen Hall’s movie premiere for Golden Romance lit up The 
Beverly with an intimate, invitation-only screening for friends and family. 
Guests enjoyed insider stories, dazzling cast introductions, and a glamorous 
cocktail reception. Written by Gwen herself, the screenplay blossomed into 
a heartfelt romantic comedy celebrating family, personal growth, and 
discovering what truly matters. Gwen is pictured with producer, director, 
and actor extraordinaire Ms. Michelle—pure movie magic!



Rotarians in Action

AVAILABLE

CATY CROCKETT

RYAN
HAMILTON

Celebrity Cars
Las Vegas
7770 Dean Martin Dr 301
Las Vegas, NV 89139

celebritycars.com

Main: 702.818.1031
sales | consignment | leasing | financing

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

7979 W. Warm Springs Rd.  •  Las Vegas, NV 89113

702-260-0770  •  fax 702-260-6983 

Palm Southwest Mortuary

Gwen Hall’s Premiere: Dr. Kathy Mahon, 
Barbara Castro, Gwen,  
President Janice Lencke

Jim Tucker’s Celebration of Life: featured remarks from the “MC” PP Jim Hunt, PP Mike Ballard, Bob Werner, PP Karen Whisenhunt, and others.

President Janice Lencke and DGND Dave Thorson presented Wetzel Awards to 6 recepients from Nellas and Creech AF Bases

Jim Tucker’s Celebration of Life: Pete & 
Pam Samoulis, President Janice Lencke & 

Shawn Sennett

Jim Tucker’s Celebration of Life: The 
ceremonial military flag folding & 

presentation



LAS VEGAS ROTARY
FOUNDATION 2025 - 2026

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President:
Rosalee Hedrick

Vice President:
Pete Samuolis

Secretary:
David Thorson

Treasurer:
Brian Sorrentino

Immediate Past President:
James Kohl

Trustees:
Mike Ballard
Richard Jost

Janice Lencke
Greg Maguire
David Thorson

Senior Members:
Randy Campanale

Steve Casey
Paul Maffey

Lawrence Rouse
Thomas Thomas

Gary Vause

25 CLUB OFFICERS

President:
Mijung Lombardi

Vice President:
Hank Huang

Secretary:
Elliot Harris

Design · Print · Copy · Signs · Banners · Posters

Custom Apparel · Mailing Center · Convention Services

Promotional Items

702.876.3235  ·  www.pdqvegas.com
3820 S Valley View Blvd  ·  Las Vegas, NV 89103

Rotary Web Sites
Rotary.org – Rotary International

District5300.org - District 5300 Site

www.dacdb.com – District/Club Data Base

Wheel Creative and Print: Heather Saunders, PDQ of Las Vegas LLC

Wheel Content and Editor: Tina Bishop

Pictures and Scribe: 25 Club

CONTACT INFORMATION

Post Office Box 15152

Las Vegas, Nevada 89114

Phone:  702-433-7451

District 5300

Club 813

Website: www.lasvegasrotary.com

Email: admin@lasvegasrotary.com

Fifth Wheel: fifthwheel.lvrotary.us

Executive Director: Shawn Noorda

Protecting People,
Property, and Profits

www.security101.com


