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THE FOUR WAY TEST SPEECH CONTEST
What if four simple questions could help navigate today’s complicated world? Nearly a century 
ago, Rotarian Herbert J. Taylor gave us the Four-Way Test—four guiding questions designed 
to bring clarity, fairness, and trust to both business and life. Though written generations ago, 
these questions remain as relevant today as ever:

Is it the Truth?
Is it Fair to all concerned?

Will it build Goodwill and Better Friendships?
Will it be Beneficial to all concerned?

Through Rotary’s Four-Way Test Speech Contest, local high school students are invited to bring 
these timeless principles into the present day. This week is the club level of the competition 
where contestants will deliver original speeches exploring how the Four-Way Test applies to the 
world they experience — through the lenses of technology, social responsibility, leadership, 
relationships, and the challenges facing their generation. The result is thoughtful, authentic 
perspectives that connect Rotary values to real-life decisions.
For the students, the competition offers far more than a public-speaking experience. It builds 
confidence, ethical awareness, and the ability to articulate ideas that matter. For Rotarians, it is 
a powerful reminder that the Four-Way Test is not simply something we recite—it is something 
we live. As each student takes the podium, those four questions become more than words on 
a plaque. They become a living conversation—spoken in youthful voices, shaped by today’s 
world, and filled with hope for tomorrow. 
As our students step forward, we wish them the very best of luck. No matter the outcome, 
our greatest hope is that they leave carrying something lasting— the values of truth, fairness, 
goodwill, and service that define Rotary.

Vegas The Fast Track
02/05	 Bill Walshe	 The Sphere, EVP Global Head of Venue Ops & Development
02/12	 Shawn McCoy, PhD	 UNLV Lied Center Real Estate, Director Associate Professor
02/19	 Steve Hill	 LVCVA, CEO & President, The Boring Company
02/26	 Contestants	 Dan Stover Music Competition

Wellbeing
03/05	 Larry Barnard	 Intermountain Health Children’s Hospital, Brain Health
03/12	 Karissa Garr/Lend Walthers	 Human Trafficking
03/19	 Dr. Chad Warren, CFRE, FCEP	 St. Rose Dominican Health, President & Chief Philanthropy Officer
03/26	 Charlene Degan/ 
	 Samantha Rubinstein	 VA of Southern Nevada, POC Whole Health Team

Our Club’s
Accomplishments

Good People, Doing Good Things, 
for People in Need.

n	 Sarah Thornton, Director was 
recognized by District 5300 for 
her leadership in the Rotary 
Public Image Roundtable and her 
outstanding work strengthening 
club social media and promoting 
our End Polio Now event.

n	 Twenty-five members signed up for 
our first 25 Club meeting and social 
of the New Year—an energetic 
start to 2026.

n	 On behalf of our Club, PP James 
Kohl presented a Centennial 
Medallion to UNLV’s top graduating 
student and Valedictorian for 2025, 
Allister Dias.

Check It Out!
Our website has been updated with our 
holiday party photos. Take a moment to 
revisit a wonderful evening filled with 

fellowship and celebration.

WHAT IS ROTARY?
2025 - 2026

Rotary International President
Francesco Arezzo

District 5300 Governor 
Gilda Moshir

Rotary is an organization of business and 
professional leaders who work to address 

critical issues like promoting peace, fighting 
disease, providing clean water, supporting 
education, and growing local economies. 

Rotary clubs around the world foster 
fellowship, encourage high ethical standards, 

and work to advance goodwill and peace.
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The Art of Making an Impact
The mission of the Las Vegas Rotary Club is simple and powerful: Teaching Youth to Succeed 
through Literacy, Education, and Life Skills Development. Rotary International encourages 
clubs to listen to their communities when looking for opportunities to serve—and in Nevada, 
the need is clear. Our state consistently ranks near the bottom nationally in educational 
attainment, school quality, literacy, and graduation rates.

That need drives our projects—Breakfast with Books, Santa Clothes, Green Our Planet’s 
Projects, the Mayor’s Cup, Community Grants, and more. The challenges facing our youth 
are significant, and no one Rotarian can do it all. But Rotary’s strength has never been an 
individual effort—it’s collective impact. One hour volunteered. One donation given. One child 
encouraged. One act of service.   All will create a ripple - but together - we become a wave. 
That’s the Art of Making an Impact.

GAME ON - END POLIO
Grab your paddle! Join us for Pickleball. Polio. 
Play. on February 7, from 1–4 p.m. at Chicken N 
Pickle, as Southern Nevada Rotary Clubs rally for 
the final push to eradicate polio worldwide. We 
are 99% of the way there—this is our moment. 
Play, cheer, or donate. One final push. One 
unforgettable afternoon. Together, lets  finish 
what Rotary started 40 years ago.

Rotary: The Future of Learning

When we talk about The Future of Learning, we don’t have to look 
far—it’s already part of what we do.

Our elementary school partners remind us that learning begins 
with access: access to books, encouragement, mentorship, and belief. 
By supporting young students at the very start of their educational 
journey, we help not just readers, but lifelong learners.

Our partnership with Spread the Word Nevada is another 
powerful example of Rotary in action. Literacy is the foundation of 

all learning, and by putting books directly into the hands of children, we’re investing in their 
future—and in the future of our community. A child who can read can learn anything.

These partnerships show that the future of learning isn’t abstract or distant. It’s local, hands-
on, and happening now—in classrooms, libraries, and living rooms across Southern Nevada.

With over 103 years of Rotary history, we continue to evolve, using timeless values 
and proven relationships to meet today’s educational needs. Through service, collaboration, 
and commitment, Rotary is helping ensure that every child has the tools to learn, grow, and 
succeed.

The future of learning starts with literacy—and Rotary is proud to be part of that story.



Social and Special Events

DID YOU
KNOW!

Draw the Joker!Draw the Joker!
Win 1/2 the Raffle!Win 1/2 the Raffle!

CurrentCurrent
Raffle AmountRaffle Amount

$655.00$655.00

January Rotarian Birthdays
Kathy Mahon......................................1/2	
Carolyn Sparks...................................1/7
Kirk Alexander...................................1/9
Nikki Junium.....................................1/12
Jerry Engel........................................1/20

Gwen Hall.........................................1/22
Christian Anderson..........................1/25
John Seibel.......................................1/28
Stuart Lipoff.....................................1/29
Andrew Thurlow..............................1/31

V - Volunteer Opportunity
FebruaryFebruary

02/05	 6:00pm-8:00pm		 New Member Orientation
02/07	 1:00pm-4:00pm			 Pickleball. Polio. Play - District 5300 Southern Nevada
			   End Polio Now Fundraiser
02/12	 12:15pm			  Guests of the Club: Beckley Dearing & McCall
02/12-02/17	 Varies		  Mayors Cup
02/17	 7:30am			  Beckley - Breakfast/Snack Time with Books
02/24	 8:30am			  Hollingsworth Breakfast/Snack Time with Books

MarchMarch
03/02-03/06	 Varies			  Nevada Reading Week: Beckley & Hollingsworth
03/12	 12:15pm			  Guests of the Club: Bracken, Long & Hollingsworth
03/17	 7:30am			  Beckley - Breakfast/Snack Time with Books
03/20	 6:00pm		  Cigar Social
03/20-03/22	 All Weekend			  TLC - Teen Leadership Camp, 8th graders, Camp Cedar Crest
03/24	 8:30am			  Hollingsworth Breakfast/Snack Time with Books

AprilApril
04/01	 6:00pm		  Wine to Water
04/09	 12:15pm		  Guests of the Club: Beckley Dearing & McCall 
04/11	 7:00am-7:30pm		 Touch a Truck, Downtown Summerlin
04/11	 9:00am		  Highway Clean-up & Brunch
04/21	 7:30am			  Beckley - Breakfast/Snack Time with Books
04/21	 8:30am			  Hollingsworth Breakfast/Snack Time with Books
04/22	 7:00am-8:30am		 Green Our Planet Spring Giant Student farmers Market, 
			   DT Summerlin

Thirty-year Rotarian - Olayinka 
Hakeem Babalola of Nigeria,  will 

serve as Rotary International 
President for 2026–27, becoming 

only the second president 
from Africa when he takes 

office July 1.
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The Rotary Logo: The Wheel. Before it became one of the world’s most recognizable service 
symbols, Rotary’s wheel went through a few incarnations. The story begins in 1905, when Rotarian 
Montague M. Bear designed the first emblem — a simple wagon wheel meant to represent civilization 
and movement. As Rotary clubs expanded, many began modifying the original Wheel design until it 
varied widely from club to club.

By 1922, Rotary leaders saw the need for one official emblem to unite clubs worldwide. As Rotary 
expanded internationally, consistency mattered. In 1923, the organization adopted the familiar 
gearwheel with 24 cogs and six spokes. A crucial addition was the keyway—the slot that locks a gear 
in place. Without it, a wheel may spin, but it cannot move forward—symbolizing Rotary’s belief that 
service must create progress.

Today, the Rotary wheel is a registered trademark of Rotary International. Our Club Historian, PP 
Steve Linder helps ensure that the Rotary wheel — and its history — are always represented 
accurately by our Club.

January 22, 2026 -  President Janice Lencke opened the meeting at 12:11pm. Dr. Michael 
Williams gave the invocation. Susan Ziobro led the song. Nikki Junium as Sergeant-at-Arms led 
the Pledge of Allegiance. President Janice thanked everyone for performing the day’s duties.

The club welcomed three Guest Rotarians, five International Guest Rotarians, and zero guests of the 
Club. President Janice introduced the head table.

PP James Kohl presented Allister Dias, UNLV’s top graduating student and Valedictorian for 2025, the 
Centennial Medallion on behalf of the Rotary Club of Las Vegas. President Janice thanked the recipient, 
family, and UNLV representative for attending.

Announcements: President Janice reminded everyone of Pickleball for Polio. Saturday, February 7, 
1-4pm at Chicken N Pickle. President Janice acknowledged and thanked Tina Bishop for her time, 
effort, and contribution to make The Wheel possible; includes history and resources for the Club. PP 
Karen Whisenhunt spoke about the Mayor’s Cup February 12-17, 2026, and are in need of one host 
family. President of the 25 Club Elliott Harris reminded everyone of the 25 Club at 6pm and invited 
all to attend. Eric Schimmoeller spoke about the Jim Tucker Super Bowl squares. Tina Bishop spoke 
for the Education Committee about Breakfast with Books during the month of February. Also, Nevada 
reading week asking to sign up for reading to a class the week of March 2nd. Stuart Lipoff asked for 
folks to send in pictures of them and their loves, includes pics of you and your pet(s). Send photos to: 
photos@lvrotary.us. President Janice announced pictures will be shown at the February 12th meeting 
and there will be a raffle. David Jones spoke about  3 High School and Middle School events. The 4 
Way Speech Contest is next week, February 26th is Dan Stover Music Competition - looking for one 
more musically inclined judge. TLC in March at Big Bear in California has one more opening. Suzette 
Wheeler spoke about financial literacy. She spoke at the Sahara West Side Library on February 11, 
2026. President Janice spoke about PP Jim Tucker in Member Spotlight and his Celebration of Life. 
Gwen Hall was presented with flowers, shared her screenplay was made into a film “Golden Romance” 
premiered at the Beverly Theatre, and invited everyone to the April Premiere. President Janice asked 
we reach out to Jason Frederico and Laura Parsons who are recovering from surgeries. 

Surprise and delight won and shared. Raffle winner PP Randy Campanale who DID NOT pull the 
joker. Lawry Bucks were won by PP Randy Donald. This week’s speaker from Green Our Planet 
introduced by PP Tom Thomas. Ciara Byrne with Green Our Planet spoke about their proprietary closed 
loop application AI+ and Financial Literacy for children. PP Tom Thomas closed meeting 1:33pm.



Pictures

PP Jim Kohl, UNLV President Heavey, Allister Dias & President Janice Lencke

Gwen Hall recognized for her movie premiere 
Golden Romance

Speaker Table: Gwen Hall, Suzette Wheeler, PP Tom Thomas, President Janice Lencke, speaker 
guest and Speaker Ciara Byrne

PP Randy Campanale did not win the Joker

Bob Werner & Lin Ng

Nikki Junium recruits a potential new 
member to sell raffle tickets

PP Toni Kern & President Janice

PP Jim Kohl presents the Centennial Medallion 
to UNLV Allister Dias

PP Jim Hunt, Tina Bishop, & PP Karen Whisenhunt 



Weekly Showcase

Michael Cudiamat RN, HCS-D
ADMINISTRATOR

3100 W. Sahara Avenue
Suite 111
Las Vegas, NV 89102

Phone:  702-222-1714
Fax  702-222-1715

hospiceservicesnv@yahoo.com

Sharing a Letter to the Club: 
Hi Janice,
Thank you for the invitation to join today’s Rotary lunch. It was a pleasure to 
be there and to help recognize Allister Dias with the Centennial Medallion. 
Moments like this really highlight the impact of community partnerships 
on student success. UNLV is grateful for the strong relationship we share 
with the Las Vegas Rotary, and it was wonderful to see that commitment 
reflected so clearly today. We truly value your leadership and the Rotary’s 
continued engagement with our campus. Thank you again for including 
us and for all that you do. If I can ever be of assistance (once you get that 
list ready), please don’t hesitate to reach out.
Jordan Fischette, Ed.D.
Director of Programs and Initiatives. Office of the President, UNLV

Valedictorian Luncheon – April 23
The Las Vegas Rotary Club will host one of its most 
meaningful traditions—the annual Valedictorian 
Luncheon—on April 23. Each year, we welcome the best 
and brightest graduating seniors from local high schools 
to spend the day with our club and share their plans for 
the next chapter of their lives. 
This year’s featured speaker, Dierdre Wolownick, is the 
perfect voice to inspire these remarkable students. Many 
members may remember her from our Alpine Picnic 
and recent Rotary meetings. An award-winning author, 

educator, and motivational speaker, Dierdre’s life—from founding an orchestra to climbing El 
Capitan at age 66—embodies perseverance, possibility, and the promise of bright futures ahead.

 Dan Stover Memorial Music Competition – February 26
The Las Vegas Rotary Club will host its club-level Dan Stover Memorial Music 

Competition on February 26, celebrating the exceptional talents of local high 
school musicians. This Rotary District 5300 program awards scholarships 
to students pursuing advanced musical studies at accredited colleges, 
universities, and music conservatories. The scholarship honors the legacy 
of Dan Stover, an educator who always placed students first and an 
accomplished musician known for sharing his talents throughout Rotary. 
Established following his passing in 1987, the program has supported 

generations of young performers. If you are interested in serving as a  judge 
for this inspiring event, please see David Jones. Picturing Kay and Dan Stover

Sweetheart Meeting – Save the Date
Love is in the air at Las Vegas Rotary! Our February 12 meeting is our annual Valentine’s 

Day Sweetheart Meeting, and we’re rolling out the red carpet for the special people 
who make our Rotarians smile—on two legs and four. Members are invited to 
share photos of their sweethearts for our walk-in slideshow. Vintage favorites, 
new love stories, or beloved four-legged companions are all welcome. This 
cherished tradition gives members the chance to invite loved ones to experience 

Rotary fellowship. Please email photos to photos@lvrotary.us as a JPEG (.jpg), 
under 10 MB, and not pasted inline. Don’t forget to make reservations with Shawn!



Rotarians in Action

AVAILABLE

CATY CROCKETT

RYAN
HAMILTON

Celebrity Cars
Las Vegas
7770 Dean Martin Dr 301
Las Vegas, NV 89139

celebritycars.com

Main: 702.818.1031
sales | consignment | leasing | financing

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

7979 W. Warm Springs Rd.  •  Las Vegas, NV 89113

702-260-0770  •  fax 702-260-6983 

Palm Southwest Mortuary

Gwen Hall, Shawn Noorda & Dr. Kathy Mahon Tina Bishop proud of the Wheel
Larry Cohn, Elliott Harris & 

Andrew Thurlow

Stu Lipoff -  AV duty Jim Tucker Super Bowl Board

Suzette Wheeler featured Financial Literacy speaker at CC Library Kathy Govoreau, Rita Burton and Larry Cohn

Steve Dixon & PP Randy Campanale Elliott Harris David Jones
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1st Annual
Las Vegas

Rotary Club
Open Invitational 

PPiicckklleebbaallll  TToouurrnnaammeenntt
April 18. 2026

At Chicken and Pickle Henderson
Prizes, Swag Bags, Open to all Players.

Men’s, women’s, mixed doubles, over 55, beginners and more!

Fundraiser supports the Mission Statement of the 
Las Vegas Rotary Club,

“Teaching Youth to Succeed through Literacy, 
Education, and Life Skills Development”

www.lasvegasrotary.com


