
Upcoming Speakers

THE LAS VEGAS ROTARY CLUB’S MISSION:
Teaching Youth to Succeed through Literacy, Education & Life Skills Development

UNITE
    FOR
        GOOD

March 5, 2026

Wellbeing
03/12 Karissa Garr Family and Child Treatment of Southern Nevada

03/19 Holly Lyman Market Director, Community Health
  (Dignity Health, St. Rose Dominican)

03/26 Charlene Degen/
 Samantha Rubinstein VA of Southern Nevada, POC Whole Health Team

People In Action
04/02 Rachael Lopez Associate Counsel for the Raiders

04/09 Club Board of Directors Club Assembly

04/16 Steve Casey Las Vegas Rotary Club Foundation

04/23 Diedre Wolownick Valedictorian Luncheon

04/30 Todd Walters Boy Scouts - Corporate member

Small Business Recognition
05/07 Heather Brown Sr. VP Entrepreneur Development LVGEA

05/14 Taylor Gardner Chaney Dig It Coffee

05/21 David Eclips Las Vegas Airport

Our Club’s
Accomplishments

Good People, Doing Good Things, 
for People in Need.

■ Thanks to the generous support 
of individual members, partner 
clubs and sponsors, our mission 
to end polio raised $10,700 gross, 
netting $3,000 for PolioPlus—which 
becomes $9,000 through the Gates 
Foundation match.

■ This has been a strong year for Paul 
Harris Fellows. So far this Rotary year, 
we’ve welcomed fi ve new Paul Harris 
Fellows, with an additional seven 
members increasing their recognition 
levels.

■ Chris Rodenfels, a dedicated Rotarian 
since 2012, made an extraordinary 
$40,000 contribution to our Santa 
Clothes program—creating a lasting 
impact for countless local children.

Check It Out!
In memory of PP Cliff Beadle, the 
Las Vegas Rotary Club donated $150 
to the American Heart Association, 

honoring a Rotarian whose 
service, leadership, generosity, and 
community impact inspired many.

WHAT IS ROTARY?
2025 - 2026

Rotary International President
Francesco Arezzo

District 5300 Governor
Gilda Moshir

Rotary is an organization of business and 
professional leaders who work to address 

critical issues like promoting peace, fi ghting 
disease, providing clean water, supporting 
education, and growing local economies. 

Rotary clubs around the world foster 
fellowship, encourage high ethical standards, 

and work to advance goodwill and peace.

Scott Stevens, MD
Chief Medical Offi cer for

Intermountain Health’s Desert Region

Dr. Stevens is the Chief Medical Offi cer for Intermountain 
Health’s Desert Region, which serves Nevada and Southwest 
Utah. He trained in Internal Medicine and is active as a clinician 
and researcher. He founded and continues to serve patients 
in the Thrombosis Clinic at Intermountain Medical Center, as 
well as throughout the intermountain west via telehealth. He 
is a Professor of Medicine at both Intermountain Health and 
the University of Utah and has authored more than 180 peer-

reviewed publications in the fi eld of thrombosis and anticoagulation. He has served in several 
roles in medical leadership throughout his career with Intermountain Health prior to his role 
as Desert Region CMO.
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The Art of Branding
Branding isn’t just about logos—it’s about respect for who we are as Rotarians. Our shared 
voice, visuals, and tone tell the world what we stand for before we ever shake a hand. That’s 
where the Rotary Brand Center comes in.

Housed on the Rotary International website, the Brand Center is our creative playground 
and our guardrail. It’s fi lled with offi cial logos, ready-to-use templates for fl yers and social 
media posts, photos, videos, and clear guidance that keeps our communications polished and 
unmistakably Rotary.

Before creating a fl yer, post, or other communication, please check the Brand Center and use 
the tools provided to apply the brand correctly. If questions remain after reviewing the site, 
PP Steve Linder, our club’s branding lead, is your go-to resource. 

March’s theme for the Las Vegas Rotary Club is Wellbeing — and 
it couldn’t come at a better time.

Between demanding careers, family responsibilities, community 
obligations, and our commitment to Rotary, life can become a constant 
balancing act. In the rush to meet deadlines and attend meetings, it’s 
easy to lose sight of something essential: our own wellbeing.

 • What truly makes us happy?

 • When was the last time we felt fully present and fulfi lled?

 • Do we regularly remind ourselves why we became Rotarians?

Being a Rotarian is more than meetings and service projects. It’s about fellowship, purpose, 
integrity, and service above self. It’s about belonging to a global network led by Rotary 
International that believes in creating lasting change — in our communities and in ourselves.

Here’s to a March focused on wellbeing, balance, and rediscovering what makes us proud to 
call ourselves Rotarians.

March 20–22, 2026, our club will send six students to TLC, 
a three-day intensive leadership camp for outstanding 
8th graders, sponsored by Rotary District 5300.

A special tip of the hat to David Jones, who coordinates 
this opportunity, and to our fearless facilitators Mike 
Cudiamat, Dr. Michael Williams, and Jimmelle 
Trijo—the brave souls boarding a bus full of 8th graders 
and heading to Camp Cedar Crest for the weekend.

Thanks to their dedication and stamina, TLC becomes a 
leadership experience students will never forget. So, “Say Hello” to these Rotarians and 
thank them for giving up their weekend to help shape our future leaders.



Social and Special Events

DID YOU
KNOW!

Draw the Joker!
Win 1/2 the Raffl e!

Current
Raffl e Amount

$1,562 .00

March Rotarian Birthdays
Karen Whisenhunt ............................3/5 
Donald Holland .................................3/8
Nancy Anderson ..............................3/15 
Chris Rodenfels ...............................3/21 
Sarah Thornton ...............................3/22 

Michael Williams .............................3/23
Martha Garcia ..................................3/26 
Brian Sorrentino ..............................3/30 
Matthew J. Nelson ..........................3/31

March
03/02-03/06 Varies Nevada Reading Week: Beckley & Hollingsworth
03/12 12:15pm Guests of the Club: Bracken, Long & Hollingsworth
03/17 7:30am Beckley - Breakfast/Snack Time with Books
03/20 6:00pm Cigar Social at Annee Nounna’s home
03/20-03/22 All Weekend TLC - Teen Leadership Camp, 8th graders, Camp Cedar Crest
03/24 8:30am Hollingsworth - Breakfast/Snack Time with Books

April
04/01 6:00pm Wine to Water
04/09 12:15pm Guests of the Club: Beckley Dearing & McCall ES
04/11 7:00am-7:30pm Touch a Truck, Downtown Summerlin
04/11 9:00am Highway Clean-up & Brunch
04/21 7:30am Beckley - Breakfast/Snack Time with Books
04/21 8:30am Hollingsworth - Breakfast/Snack Time with Books
04/22 7:00am-8:30am Green Our Planet Spring Giant Student Farmers Market,

 DT Summerlin
04/24-04-26 All weekend Multi District –District Conference at the Gaylord Resort

James Cash Penney, founder 
of JCPenney, was a Rotarian 

devoted to service, making our 
JCPenney partnership for the 
annual Santa Clothes event 

especially meaningful.

Surprise & Delight:

Look up!



Rotary History
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The Women of Pakistan: The Unexpected Consequence 
In 1994, Rotary’s PolioPlus initiative reached Pakistan through a 
nationwide immunization campaign supported by Rotary International. 
One of the greatest challenges was long-standing cultural and religious 
norms that restricted interactions between unrelated men and women. 
Male health workers were often not permitted to enter homes where 
women and children were present, and mothers—typically responsible 
for children’s health decisions—were unlikely to engage with them. 

These realities made women essential to the campaign’s success and 
opened a path for them to serve on the front lines. Day after day, female 
vaccinators walked door to door—educating families, countering 
misinformation, and administering vaccines—often at great personal 
risk. Many faced harassment, threats, and violence, yet they persisted.

What began as a public health effort to eliminate a disease 
also produced an unexpected and lasting effect: education, skill 

development, and paid work for thousands of women. Women came to represent two-thirds of 
Pakistan’s polio workforce, a striking reality in a nation ranked 145th out of 146 countries for gender 
parity in economic opportunity. In historical terms, through Rotary and partners like the Global Polio 
Eradication Initiative, World Health Organization, and UNICEF, polio eradication didn’t just fi ght 
a disease—it ultimately created sustained employment and training opportunities that allowed 
women to build long-term roles in public health.

February 26, 2026 – President Janice opened the meeting at 12:10. PP Brock Fraser gave 
the Invocation, Shawn Sennett led us in song, and President-Elect-Elect Mike Cudiamat, as 
Sergeant-at-Arms, led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. President Janice thanked those performing Club 
duties; introduced the President’s Table; and welcomed a visiting Rotarian from Calgary, our dear 
friend Murray. Larry Cohn, Gwen Hall, Steve Casey, and Nancy Anderson each welcomed 
Guests of Rotarians. PP Brock Frasier introduced a special guest, Honorary Rotarian Dr. Bill Stephen, 
the 2nd President of the LVRC Foundation, who will be celebrating his 100th birthday this year. 

In the announcements: Stu Lipoff thanked those who participated in the Breakfast with Books 
session at Hollingsworth Elementary on Tuesday, February 24, with two more sessions in March. 
He then recalled the Nevada Reading Week from March 2-6. encouraging members to participate 
in one of our six partner schools. PP Tom Krob announced the next Cigar Social on March 20 at 
Annee Nounna’s home. Rosalee Hedrick reminded of the Switch VIP tour next week. Carey 
Grohs announced that Las Vegas Speedway, a longstanding contributor to Santa Clothes, is seeking 
volunteers to sell raffl e tickets for its Children’s Program on March 13-15—each volunteer receives 
2 free tickets to the event. David Jones thanked all participants in the Music Contest in advance. 
He noted that all seats have been fi lled for the Teen Leadership Camp on March 20-22, but fi ve more 
applicants could be accommodated to fi ll empty seats elsewhere. PP David Thorson described 
some of the Rotary Leadership Training available, including a session of the Rotary Leadership 
Institute on April 4 that he will be facilitating. 

President Janice announced this week’s Surprise and Delight, which was won by one of the 
contestants in the Music Contest.

The remainder of the meeting was dedicated to this year’s edition of the Dan Stover Memorial Music 
Contest. PP David Thorson introduced and was the MC of the event. There were three contestants, 
two seniors from the Del Sol Academy, both violinists, and a freshman pianist from Clark High School, 
who all gave excellent performances. The Contest was won by the fi rst violinist, Carlos from Del Sol, who 
advances to the regional round of competition. President Janice closed the meeting at 1:30pm.



Pictures

Murray Fleigel

Steve Kwon

Todd Walters & Patrick Ballinger

Shawn Sennett & PP Steve CaseyLinda Peterson & Shawn Noorda

PP Toni Kern, PP Steve Linder, & Larry GoldsteinPP Bill Stephan & PP Brock Fraser

Nancy Anderson & Guest 

Kathy Govoreau, Nikki Junium &
PP Russ Swain

PP Kirk Alexander and David Jones

Anil Melnick and Carey Grohs

Ned Phillips & PP Steve Casey



Weekly Showcase

Michael Cudiamat RN, HCS-D
ADMINISTRATOR

3100 W. Sahara Avenue
Suite 111
Las Vegas, NV 89102

Phone:  702-222-1714
Fax  702-222-1715

hospiceservicesnv@yahoo.com

A Multi-District Conference | April 24–26
This year, Rotary District 5300 will join a Multi-District Conference held April 24–26 at the Gaylord Pacifi c 
Resort. Hosted by Rotary District 5340, the weekend brings together Rotarians from across Southern 
California and Southern Nevada for learning, fellowship, and inspiration.

Participating districts include:
• Rotary District 5340 – San Diego & Imperial Counties (Host District)
• Rotary District 5300 – Las Vegas, Southern Nevada, and northern/northeastern Los Angeles County
• Rotary District 5330 – Riverside County and San Bernardino regions
• Rotary District 5320 – Orange County and Southern Los Angeles region

An all-weekend experience, this conference promises big ideas, shared service stories, and the energy that 
comes from connecting across districts.

Valedictorian Luncheon – April 23
Save the Date! Our Valedictorians will be inspired and in awe of the 
extraordinary speaker scheduled for them. Diedre Wolownick turns grit, 
balance, and perseverance into life lessons students can use anywhere. A 
mother, teacher, musician, linguist, writer, runner, and climber—and mom 
to world-famous climber Alex Honnold—Dierdre began climbing later in 
life. At 66, she became the oldest woman to climb Yosemite’s El Capitan, 
then broke her own record at 70. Her talk connects the skills needed on a 
sheer rock face—focus, preparation, teamwork, resilience—to navigating 
anything including school, careers, and life’s toughest moments.

Cigar Social – March 20
With 32 successful events behind us, the tradition keeps getting better. Since 2009, 
the Cigar Social has delivered fellowship, great conversation, and philanthropic fl air 
through three to four gatherings each year. Our March 20 gathering will be the 
33rd—wear green if you can.

Join us at Annee Nounna’s home at 6:00 pm for an evening that’s equal parts 
easygoing and memorable. Bring your drink of choice, a potluck dish to share, and the 
classic trio: one cigar to smoke (if you choose), one to share, and one for the troops. 

The auction items will be outstanding, as always, with proceeds benefi ting the Las Vegas Rotary Foundation.

 Breakfast/Snack Time with Books
Two upcoming Breakfast/Snack Time with Books events are on the calendar. 
Join us March 17 at 7:30 am at Will Beckley Elementary and March 24 at 
8:30 am at Howard Hollingsworth Elementary as we support this Spread 
the Word Nevada event. While the goal is the same—welcoming families 
and supporting literacy—each school has slightly different needs that 
were agreed upon in advance.

At both schools, Rotarians help run two check-in counters (one for adults 
and one for kids) and distribute reading logs and fl yers. At Beckley, the 

event takes place before school, with parents and children arriving together, and the primary help needed 
is keeping the book, snack, and drink tables loaded and organized.

At Hollingsworth, the event begins after the school bell. Parents arrive fi rst and use a QR code at each table to 
check in, which alerts the school to send students from class to the cafeteria. Our primary role at Hollingsworth 
is helping parents navigate that process while having just a few people keeping the book, snack, and drink 
selections full. The biggest need at this school is to help the staff get the kids to the cafeteria as quickly as possible.

Spanish is widely spoken at both schools—if you’re bilingual, fantastic, but a smile and a few hand gestures 
go a long way.



Rotarians in Action

AVAILABLE

CATY CROCKETT

RYAN
HAMILTON

Celebrity Cars
Las Vegas
7770 Dean Martin Dr 301
Las Vegas, NV 89139

celebritycars.com

Main: 702.818.1031
sales | consignment | leasing | financing

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

7979 W. Warm Springs Rd.  •  Las Vegas, NV 89113

702-260-0770  •  fax 702-260-6983 

Palm Southwest Mortuary

Hollingsworth BWB: Michael Williams, Linda Peterson, Stu Lipoff, Susan Ziobro, Tina Bishop, & Gwen Hall

PP Dave Thorson with Dan Stover contestant

PP Dave Thorson with Dan Stover contestant

PP Dave Thorson with Dan Stover  contestant

All three Dan Stover contestants

Dan Stover contestant

Dan Stover contestant
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