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People In Action
04/23	 Dierdre Wolownick	 Valedictorian Luncheon
04/30	 Todd Walter	 Boy Scouts - Corporate member

Small Business Recognition
05/07	 Heather Brown	 Small Business Growth for NV – GOED 
05/14	 Juanny Romero	 Mothership Coffee
05/21	 David Eclips	 Las Vegas Airport
05/28	 Vanessa Barreat	 La Vecindad Cantina

Our Club’s
Accomplishments

Good People, Doing Good Things, 
for People in Need.

n		 A successful general assembly for 2025-
2026 was conducted. It was designed to 
motivate and   provide educational content   
for members. 

n		 20 volunteers came out for Highway Clean up.

n		 3 Clubs joined forces to volunteer at the 2026 
Touch A Truck. Representing the Las Vegas 
Rotary Club was Nancy Anderson, Karen and 
Randy Campanale, Suzette Wheeler, Toni Kern 
and Antoinette Monroe.

n		 The Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) District 
5300 held a training event in Henderson, NV, 
on April 4, 2026, featuring Part I for Rotary 
leaders. The event took place at the Mosaic 
Church in Henderson. This seminar is 
designed to enhance leadership skills, inspire 
action, and educate members on Rotary’s 
international and local initiatives.

Check It Out!
The Rotary District 5300 Multi-District 

Conference keynote speaker, Marquette 
McMahon was once a Rotary Youth 

Exchange student and is now a global 
inspiration - named one of Haiti’s Top 50 

Most Inspiring Women in 2024.

WHAT IS ROTARY?
2025 - 2026

Rotary International President
Francesco Arezzo

District 5300 Governor 
Gilda Moshir

Rotary is an organization of business and 
professional leaders who work to address 

critical issues like promoting peace, fighting 
disease, providing clean water, supporting 
education, and growing local economies. 

Rotary clubs around the world foster 
fellowship, encourage high ethical standards, 

and work to advance goodwill and peace.

STEVE CASEY
Past President and Senior Advisor for Club Foundation

When founded in Chicago in 1905 by Paul Harris, Rotary became the first service club in the United States. The Las 
Vegas Rotary Club was chartered in April 1923, becoming the second service club in Las Vegas. Over 40,000 Rotary 
clubs in more than 200 countries create a global network of 1.2 million Rotarians, focused on humanitarian service and 
community improvement. Your Las Vegas Rotary Club is one of the rare Rotary clubs in the U.S. to have the advantage 
of a local foundation to manage funds for the club’s local projects. Of those clubs which have established a foundation, 
only a very few have assets on the scale of your Las Vegas Rotary Foundation.

The Las Vegas Rotary Foundation was established in April 1998, which was the 75th anniversary of the Las Vegas Rotary 
Club. Confusion is often created by using just the word “Foundation” to reference either Rotary Foundation or the 
Las Vegas Rotary Foundation. They are both “Foundations,” but understanding the difference is important. The Rotary 
Foundation benefits the global efforts of Rotary International. Your Las Vegas Rotary Foundation was established to fund 
only local projects of your Las Vegas Rotary Club  – “These dollars stay at home.” 

The Las Vegas Rotary Club and Las Vegas Rotary Foundation work together to serve our community, but they operate as 
distinct and separate legal entities with distinct and separate functions. The Club focuses on organizing events, meetings, 
and community engagement. The Foundation is dedicated to managing charitable activities and donations. Las Vegas 
Rotary Foundation’s 501C(3) nonprofit status allows tax-deductible donations in support of its Annual Programs Fund 
(APF) and the Endowment Fund.

Ordinary People Doing Extraordinary Things

As a member of the Las Vegas Rotary Club, YOU are one of those people.
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Rotarians in Southern Nevada and our club have been taking 
action since 1923—bringing together dedicated, service-minded 
professionals committed to strengthening our community and 
improving lives.

At the Rotary Club of Las Vegas, our impact is rooted in Youth & 
Literacy through our “Teaching Youth to Succeed” mission. We are 
proud to support:

•	 Reading and literacy programs for underserved children

•	 Our “Santa Clothes” program, providing clothing and toys to hundreds of at-risk youth

•	 Partnerships with local schools and youth education programs

•	 Honoring our military through strong ties with Nellis Air Force Base and recognizing 
outstanding airmen with the Wetzel Awards

Everything we do is driven by a commitment to create opportunities, uplift families, and 
invest in the next generation.

What area of impact is most important to you?

 Please give Kris Darnell a warm Rotary welcome and Say Hello! 

 She is a proud third generation Rotarian and has found her next 
chapter with us. After 27 years in Las Vegas, Kris has left a quiet 
but lasting mark on our community. From founding the still-thriving 
Las Vegas Book Festival to securing critical funding for the City’s 
innovative Specialty Court program, her career has been rooted in 
service that matters. 

Now retired from government, Kris isn’t slowing down—she’s 
simply shifting her impact. When she’s not giving back, Kris is also 
an avid gardener, home cook, and a birthright Chicago Cubs fan.

The Art of Leadership

In Rotary, leadership is never accidental—it’s designed. One-year terms keep ideas fresh, while 
a built-in path—President-Nominee or President Elect-Elect (Michael Cudiamat), President-
Elect (Greg Maguire), President (Janice Lencke), and Past President (Kirk Alexander)—creates 
continuity and strength. Each leader prepares in advance, serves with purpose, and then 
supports the next. It’s a seamless cycle where experience is passed forward, not lost. The result? 
New leadership every year, grounded in preparation, mentorship, and a shared commitment to 
keep Rotary moving forward.



Social and Special Events

DID YOU
KNOW!

Draw the Joker!Draw the Joker!
Win 1/2 the Raffle!Win 1/2 the Raffle!

CurrentCurrent
Raffle AmountRaffle Amount

$2,693.00$2,693.00

April Rotarian Birthdays
Patrick Ballinger........................... 4/4
Erik Astramecki............................ 4/6
Annee Nounna........................... 4/18
Steven Kwon.............................. 4/22

David Thorson............................ 4/22
Rosalee Hedrick.......................... 4/24
Aaron Campillo.......................... 4/25
Sarah Elizabeth Rothwell.......... 4/27

AprilApril
04/13-05/07	 Duration	 WestCare Nevada Suit Drive

04/21	 7:30am	 Beckley - Breakfast/Snack Time with Books

04/21	 8:30am	 Hollingsworth Breakfast/Snack Time with Books

04/22	 7:00am-8:30am	 Green Our Planet Spring Giant Student Farmers Market, 
		  DT Summerlin

04/24-04-26	 All weekend	 Multi District – District Conference at the Gaylord Resort

04/30-05-03	 All weekend	 Las Vegas Youth Exchange Weekend

MayMay
05/02	 5:30am	 Super Build - Chula Vista to Mexico

04/30-05/03	 All weekend	 Las Vegas Youth Exchange Weekend

04/13-05/07	 Duration	 WestCare Nevada Suit Drive

05/12	 6:00pm	 Walter Bracken Dedication - by invitation only

05/14	 12:15pm	 Guest of the Club: Elementary School Partners

05/16	 7:00am-12:00pm	 Club Fundraiser at Springs Preserve (access until 4:00pm)

05/23	 10:00am-4:00pm	 District Assembly at Granit Hills HS, Apple Valley

JuneJune
06/13-06/17	 All Week	 Rotary International Convention in Taipei

06/25	 6:00pm	 Debunking Party

The first recorded Valedictorian Luncheon 
dates to 1998–99, when PP Kathy Dalvey 
chaired the event. Next week, the tradition 

continues—55 high schools strong, 
27 years later under the direction of 

Gwen Hall and Kathy Mahon.



Rotary History

Scribe Notes
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The Wetzel Award: Seeing What Others Miss

   20+ years ago, it started with a simple question from 
Col. Scotty Wetzel—a Rotarian and Air Force pilot: 
Who isn’t being recognized? The answer wasn’t 
officers or commanders. It was the junior enlisted 
Airmen—the ones fueling aircraft in the dark, fixing 
what’s broken, and solving problems before anyone 
notices. So, Rotary decided to take notice.

Through the Wetzel Awards, those “unseen” efforts 
come into focus. One recipient safeguarded more than 
$700,000 in critical equipment during deployment. 
Another stepped into high-level ceremonies without 

rehearsal, representing the United States with precision and professionalism. Others have 
quietly saved thousands of man-hours, improving systems that ripple across entire operations. In 
addition to their service to the country, most of our winners are also involved in local community 
efforts—coaching kids, helping the needy, and supporting fellow Airmen and veteran mental 
health. They truly have the heart of Rotarians.

They don’t do it for applause. In fact, many say the recognition is unexpected—sometimes their 
first. That’s what makes the moment powerful. Someone saw them. Because the Wetzel Award 
isn’t just about achievement—it’s about acknowledgment. Sometimes the most important 
work… is the work no one sees—until someone chooses to.

April 9, 2026 – President Janice opened the meeting at 12:10. PP Brock Frasier gave the 
Invocation; Susan Ziobro led us in song; and Nancy Andersen as Sergeant-at-Arms led us in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. President Janice thanked those performing the duties for today’s meeting and 
introduced those seated at the President’s Table.

The Club welcomed visiting Rotarians Murray Flegel of Calgary, and a  Visiting Rotarian from Idaho. 
Andrew Thurlow introduced his personal guest, Donna Anderson. As Guests of the Club, PP Jim 
Kohl introduced the President of the Henderson Symphony and noted that the Las Vegas Rotary 
Foundation had made a donation of $5,000 to the Symphony; and Erika Brandeberry presented 
two prospective membership candidates. The Education table welcomed the Principals of three of our 
supported Elementary Schools.

In the announcements: David Squier gave details for this weekend’s Highway Cleanup and brunch. 
Deb Howard  reminded of the Wine to Water event on April 17 at PP Randy Donald’s home. 

President Janice announced that PP Randy Donald won this week’s Surprise and Delight, and 
Larry Cohn was highlighted in the Member Spotlight of this week’s Wheel. The visiting Principal of 
Hollingsworth ES won the raffle, but not the Jackpot; and Kathy Mahon took home the Lawry Bucks. 

The rest of the meeting was devoted to well-received presentations by Rotary Club Directors of the 
different programs they oversee. Larry Cohn discussed the activities of the Membership Committee. 
Susan Ziobro listed the Projects administered by the Service Projects Committee—David Jones 
presented the work of Youth and Vocational Service Projects Committee. PP Karen Whisenhunt 
gave an overview of the Service Projects Committee-International. Niki Brunetti gave an overview 
of the achievements of the Las Vegas Rotary Club Foundation. Sarah Thorton gave an overview 
of the activities of the Public Relations Committee. Nancy Anderson presented the different 
work strands of the Special Projects Committee programs. President-Elect Greg Maguire  and 
Melanie Krob explained the work of the Administration Committee-Fundraising. Finally, Shawn 
Sennett spoke to the activities of the Administrative Committee – Fellowship. President Janice 
closed the meeting at 1:30pm. 



Pictures

Club Assembly: 2025-2026 Board of Directors 
Head Table: PEE Mike Cudiamat, PE Greg Maguire, 

PP Karen Whisenhunt, Randall Brody, Eric Schimmoeller

Director David Jones

Director Sarah Thronton

Director Larry Cohn

Director Shawn Sennett

Director Nancy Anderson

PP Karen Whisenhunt

Director Susan Ziobro

President Elect Greg Maguire

President JaniceTimekeeper Randall Brody & PP Karen Whisenhunt
PP Jim Kohl, President of the Henderson 
Symphony and President Janice Lencke



Weekly Showcase

Member Spotlight

Michael Cudiamat RN, HCS-D
ADMINISTRATOR

3100 W. Sahara Avenue
Suite 111
Las Vegas, NV 89102

Phone:  702-222-1714
Fax  702-222-1715

hospiceservicesnv@yahoo.com

FRIENDSHIP EXCHANGE – May 29 to June 4
Las Vegas Rotarians, join us in creating lasting international 
bonds by hosting seven Rotarians from District 3040 in India 
during their Friendship Exchange from May 29 to June 4, 2026. 
This group of three couples and one single looks forward to 
immersing themselves in American culture, participating in local 
Rotary projects, and enjoying Las Vegas attractions. We urgently 
seek three primary host families or individuals to offer home stays, 
breakfasts, and local transportation, along with backup hosts and 
volunteers to assist with meals, activities, and tours including the 
Strip, Hoover Dam, and Allegiant Stadium. Guests prefer meat-

free options with no pork or beef, and several are vegetarian. Hosting or volunteering provides 
priority access to future outbound exchanges. Please contact Randall Brody at Randall.Brody@
taxsamaritan.com right away to help make this visit memorable.

CLUB ANNUAL FUNDRAISER AT SPRINGS PRESERVE – Celebrate America 250 -  MAY 16
We need your help to pack the house! 

Our Club’s Annual Fundraiser at Springs Preserve is a fun, family-
friendly event—and tickets are just a click away on Eventbrite. Share it 
on your social media, text your friends, email your contacts, and invite 
potential sponsors. Every post, share, and conversation helps grow our 
impact. Let’s turn your network into a force for good and make this 
event one to remember.

Dr. Rampur Viswanath
Dr. Rampur Viswanath doesn’t just have a Rotary story—he sets the standard for what a 

Rotarian can be. A nearly 40-year Rotarian, his journey began 
with a simple act: a Rotary grant that helped him as a college 
freshman to buy textbooks. Years later, that generosity came 
full circle.

He has served at every level—club president, committee 
leader, and ultimately District Governor (2011–2012, 
D5080)—bringing both heart and global perspective to 
the work. His passion for connection shines through Rotary 
Friendship Exchanges, where he has led five international 
teams in India and England and continues to champion cross-
cultural service and understanding.

Professionally, Rampur is equally remarkable. A Fulbright Scholar and environmental chemist, 
he spent decades in hazardous materials management and education, while actively 
contributing to the American Chemical Society. But even in retirement, he’s still teaching—
literally—leading annual, self-funded teams of U.S. scientists to India to share knowledge with 
universities.

Fun Fact: Rampur has impacted thousands of lives through 100+ Rotary projects—proof that 
one Rotarian can change the world.



Rotarians in Action

CATY CROCKETT

RYAN
HAMILTON

Celebrity Cars
Las Vegas
7770 Dean Martin Dr 301
Las Vegas, NV 89139

celebritycars.com

Main: 702.818.1031
sales | consignment | leasing | financing

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

7979 W. Warm Springs Rd.  •  Las Vegas, NV 89113

702-260-0770  •  fax 702-260-6983 

Palm Southwest Mortuary

Surprise & Delight - proceed to the podium!Surprise & Delight - proceed to the podium!

Attendees including Rotarians, Merry Judd,  Scott Wetzel’s daughter and Wetzel Award winners

Touch A Truck Volunteers

PP/DGND Dave Thorson &
Kathy Govoreau

Highway Clean Up Volunteers

Excitement and Congratulations

Highway Clean Up Brunch

Opening Ceremonies 
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Celebrate America 250
 A Community Day 

 In The Park
 Springs Preserve

Scan the QR Code for more 
information and to buy tickets.

Saturday, May 16
7:00 to 4:00 pm

All Hands On Deck:
• Finding Sponsors
• Finding Vendors
• Invite your friends, 

family, coworkers 
and community 
supporters to 
attend the event

• Volunteers leading 
up to and during 
the event


