
Upcoming Speakers

THE LAS VEGAS ROTARY CLUB’S MISSION:
Teaching Youth to Succeed through Literacy, Education & Life Skills Development

UNITE
    FOR
        GOOD

April 9, 2026

People In Action
04/16	 Steve Casey	 Las Vegas Rotary Club Foundation
04/23	 Diedre Wolownick	 Valedictorian Luncheon
04/30	 Todd Walters	 Boy Scouts - Corporate member

Small Business Recognition
05/07	 Heather Brown	 Small Business Growth for NV – GOED 
05/14	 Taylor Gardner Chaney	 Dig It Coffee
05/21	 David Eclips	 Las Vegas Airport
05/28	 Vanessa Barreat	 La Vecindad Cantina

Hospitality Industry
06/04	 Ryan Comstock, COO	 COO Ainsworth Gaming Technology
06/11	 Stephanie Glanzer	 VP MGM
06/18	 David Strow	 VP Corporate Gaming, Boyd Gaming
06/25	 DARK	 Debunking

Our Club’s
Accomplishments

Good People, Doing Good Things, 
for People in Need.

n	 The Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) District 
5300  held a training event in Henderson, 
NV, on April 4, 2026, featuring Parts I and 
II for Rotary leaders. The event took place 
at the  Mosaic Church in Henderson. This 
seminar is designed to enhance leadership 
skills, inspire action, and educate members 
on Rotary’s international and local initiatives.

n	 David Thorson, District Governor Nominee 
Designate (DGND) for 2028-2029 is the co-
chair of RLI. Our club featured two facilitators 
for the event including Past President Toni 
Kern and President Janice Lencke

n	 Our club had 3 facilitators participating in 
TLC: Mike Cudimant, Jimmelle Trijo, and Dr. 
Michael Williams​. We had 6 students ​| A total 
of 188 service hours for our club.

Check It Out!
 Something big is coming! May 16 at 
Springs Preserve—fun run, pancake 

breakfast, entertainment, and kids’ crafts. 
America 250 is a feel-good fundraiser 

supporting youth, literacy, and our 
community.

WHAT IS ROTARY?
2025 - 2026

Rotary International President
Francesco Arezzo

District 5300 Governor 
Gilda Moshir

Rotary is an organization of business and 
professional leaders who work to address 

critical issues like promoting peace, fighting 
disease, providing clean water, supporting 
education, and growing local economies. 

Rotary clubs around the world foster 
fellowship, encourage high ethical standards, 

and work to advance goodwill and peace.
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April is our month to live out what it truly means to be People of Action.

At the Rotary Club of Las Vegas, action isn’t just a theme—it’s how we 
serve. We focus on our impact through core areas that create lasting 
change:

•	 Local Community Service – Identifying real needs right here in Las 
	 Vegas and taking hands-on action through food drives, mentoring, 
	 and community cleanups.

•	 International Initiatives – Partnering with Rotarians across the 
	 globe on large-scale efforts, including the ongoing fight to eradicate 
	 polio—an effort that has raised more than $2.9 billion.

•	 People of Action Campaign – Showcasing how we bring people together, find solutions, and 
create hope in our communities and beyond.

With more than 35,000 clubs worldwide, Rotary’s strength lies in its structure—local clubs, Rotary 
International, and The Rotary Foundation—working together to fund and carry out meaningful, 
sustainable projects.

Through service and connection, we are proud to be proactive agents of positive change—
ensuring the work we do today creates a stronger tomorrow.

Join us this month as we turn action into impact.

 Meet Erika Brandeberry—Sales Manager at Appliance by Design and a powerhouse of 
energy, authenticity, and results. With 28+ years in sales and training, 
she turns relationships into results and customers into raving fans. A 
Portland native, Erika made the move to Las Vegas—and brought most 
of her family with her—so life centers on connection with her. Off the 
clock, you’ll find her with her husband, her six-year-old grandson, and 
her dogs - who may or may not run the house.

Her passion is leveling up, building winning teams, or creating 
unforgettable experiences. And those great photos in The Wheel this 
week? That’s her handiwork—we thank her for jumping in as our 
photographer. Find Erika, say hello… and give her a well-earned 
welcome to Rotary.

The Art of Guiding the Club
Behind every strong Rotary club is a Board doing work you don’t always see—but you absolutely 
feel. In Rotary the Board isn’t “in charge” in the traditional sense. They’re stewards of momentum—
quietly shaping direction so the club can do its best work.

The Board sets the strategic direction, ensuring the club stays aligned with Rotary’s mission. They 
provide financial and ethical oversight, safeguarding both trust and resources. And perhaps most 
importantly, they support committees—empowering others to step up, lead, and serve.

That’s the art:

•	 Not control—but guidance

•	 Not spotlight—but stewardship

•	 Not holding on—but lifting up



Social and Special Events

DID YOU
KNOW!

Draw the Joker!Draw the Joker!
Win 1/2 the Raffle!Win 1/2 the Raffle!

CurrentCurrent
Raffle AmountRaffle Amount

$2,453.00$2,453.00

April Rotarian Birthdays
Patrick Ballinger........................... 4/4
Erik Astramecki............................ 4/6
Annee Nounna........................... 4/18
Steven Kwon.............................. 4/22

David Thorson............................ 4/22
Rosalee Hedrick.......................... 4/24
Aaron Campillo.......................... 4/25
Sarah Elizabeth Rothwell.......... 4/27

AprilApril
04/09	 12:15pm	 Guests of the Club: Beckley Dearing & McCall ES

04/09	 2:30pm	 Wetzel Awards at Nellis

04/11	 7:00am-7:30pm	 Touch a Truck, Downtown Summerlin

04/11	 9:00am	 Highway Clean-up & Brunch

04/17	 6:00pm	 Wine to Water at Randy Donald’s home

04/21	 7:30am	 Beckley - Breakfast/Snack Time with Books

04/21	 8:30am	 Hollingsworth Breakfast/Snack Time with Books

04/22	 7:00am-8:30am	 Green Our Planet Spring Giant Student Farmers Market, 
		  DT Summerlin

04/24-04-26	 All weekend	 Multi District – District Conference at the Gaylord Resort

MayMay
05/02	 5:30am	 Super Build - Chula Vista to Mexico

05/14	 12:15pm	 Guest of the Club: Elementary School Partners

05/16	 7:00am-4:00pm	 Club Fundraiser at Springs Preserve

05/23	 10:00am-4:00pm	 District Assembly at Granit Hills HS, Apple Valley

JuneJune
06/13-06/17	 All Week	 Rotary International Convention in Taipei

06/25	 6:00pm	 Debunking Party

Back in 1963–64, fines weren’t 
just a friendly nudge—they funded 

a showroom-sized curtain of 
global club flags: the iconic  

Las Vegas Greets 
the World.”



Rotary History
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Shanghai: Where Rotary Began in China
   In June 2026, Rotarians from around the world will gather in Taipei for 

the Rotary International Convention—yet Rotary’s roots in Asia trace 
back to Shanghai, home to the first club in China and second in Asia.

That story begins in 1919, when a visiting Rotarian saw more than a 
bustling port—he saw possibility. With local leaders, Rotary took root. 
One remarkable early project that Rotarians  supported alongside the 
Salvation Army was “Beggar Town,” a humanitarian effort providing 
temporary shelter, education, and vocational training to more than 
1,500 people, helping them rebuild their lives.

A favorite tradition at the  Shanghai Club, is “Happy Money.” Members 
rise to share what’s making them happy, sad, or curious…then drop 

a contribution into the collection receptacle—once a worn wooden bucket, now something far 
more memorable. A sister club from Pendleton, Oregon elevated the tradition with a handcrafted 
leather “Saddle,” and today it’s proudly passed around the room. Slip up and call it a “bucket”? 
That’s a fineable offense. 

April 2, 2026 – President Janice opened the meeting at 12:15. Shawn Sennett gave the Invocation; 
Larry Cohn led us in song; and Linda Petersen as Sergeant-at-Arms led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
President Janice thanked those performing the duties for today’s meeting and introduced those seated 
at the President’s Table.
The Club welcomed Visiting Rotarians Murray Flegel of Calgary; Mike Petersen, PP of the Green Valley 
Rotary Club; and Judith Pinkerton from Idaho. PP Toni Kern, Gwen Hall, and PP Mike Ballard 
introduced their personal guests; Larry Cohn introduced a former Rotary member who is interested in 
re-joining; and. President Janice introduced the April birthday celebrants seated at the Birthday Table.
In the announcements: PP/DGND David Thorson reminded of the Rotary Leadership Institute event 
this Saturday and of the next Wetzel Awards Ceremony on April 9. President Janice announced the 
next Highway Cleanup and brunch on April 11. Kathy Mahon reminded of the next Valedictorian Lunch 
on April 23. PP Karen Whisenhunt informed the Club that host families are needed to accommodate 
participants in the Rotary Youth Exchange visiting Las Vegas from April 30 to May 3. PP Toni Kern 
reminded of the Touch-A-Truck event on April 11 and the Green Our Planet Spring Farmers Market event 
on April 22. Randall Brody noted that the Club would be hosting of seven Rotarians from India as 
part of the Friendship Exchange and called for volunteers to host  and support the visitors. Gwen Hall 
announced the next Breakfast with Books events at Beckley and Hollingsworth ES on April 21. President-
elect Greg Maguire, called up -  to general amusement - as Past President Greg Maguire, gave us 
details of the new Fundraiser, the Community Day in the Park-America 250, on May 16 at Springs Preserve 
and encouraged Club members to engage actively, including as volunteers and sponsors. Melanie 
Muldowney reminded of the Wine to Water event on April 17 at PP Randy Donald’s home. PP Kirk 
Alexander led us in a rousing vote of appreciation for President Janice’s leadership of the Club and 
announcement of the upcoming Debunking.
President Janice informed us that Todd Walker was selected to replace Brian Riley on the Board. She 
also drew attention to the Member Spotlight on PP Randy Donald in this week’s Wheel.
PP Tom Krob introduced our Club’s newest member, Tom Fumarelli before his Induction,  and PP/
DGND David Thorson performed the formal induction ceremony. PP Randy Campanale gave a 
heartfelt vote of thanks and appreciation to Rita Burton,  the Rotary Proud Member for March, for her 
role as Club Treasurer. Liz Rothwell won the Surprise and Delight; David Jones won the raffle, but 
not the Jackpot; and Kathy Mahon took home the Lawry Bucks. Nareg Aghjayan introduced this 
week’s speaker, Rachel Lopez, Counsel for the LV Raiders, who gave a comprehensive presentation on the 
short history of the Raiders in Las Vegas and their contribution to the City. President Janice closed the 
meeting at 1:30pm.



Pictures

 PP Kirk Alexander - Dubunking update

Todd Walter - Newest Board member

Speaker Rachael Lopez and President Janice 

Nareg Aghjayan introduced the Speaker

Larry Cohn & President Janice

Induction: New member Tom Fumarelli pinned by sponsor PP Tom Krob.

PP Randy,  Rita Burton & President Janice

PE Greg Maguire - Fundraiser update

Annee Nounna, PP/DGND David Thorson & 
Liz Rothwell

David Jones won $50 but no Joker

PP Tom Krob, Tom Fumarelli, Larry Cohn, PP/DGND David Thorson & 
President Janice Lencke



Weekly Showcase

Member Spotlight

Michael Cudiamat RN, HCS-D
ADMINISTRATOR

3100 W. Sahara Avenue
Suite 111
Las Vegas, NV 89102

Phone:  702-222-1714
Fax  702-222-1715

hospiceservicesnv@yahoo.com

Nevada Reading Week – Will Beckley Elementary
What happens when students are challenged to read 1,000 books 
in a week? During Nevada Reading Week, Will Beckley students 
didn’t just meet the goal—they crushed it. Their reward? Principal 
Shannon Brown, Counselor Chris Caprino, and Vice Principal Alea 
Henderson became living ice cream sundaes.
Shannon will be at this week’s meeting—be sure to say hello and 
congratulate her on inspiring a love of reading. Thank you to all 

who volunteered—you helped make moments like this possible.
Next up: Breakfast/Snack Time with Books on April 21 at Beckley and Hollingsworth—don’t miss it- last 
one this year!

Rotary Leadership Institute - Spotlight: Insights, Energy, and “Aha” Moments
Six of our members recently participated in the Rotary Leadership Institute—
as both attendees and presenters. If you couldn’t make it, here are a few 
highlights and takeaways straight from our club’s representatives.

Nancy Anderson - Today was the first session of a 3-part session to 
complete your RLI training and want to say I learned more about Rotary 
and have a better understanding of the role of the President and  the duties 
involved.   Also, we talked about the Rotary Foundation and ways to be a 

better leader and the why of being a Rotarian.  Overall, the training today was excellent, and I encourage every 
board member to attend.

Toni Kern - A great program that may be under appreciated. There is always something to be learned and 
with a group of great participants and facilitators you walk away with ‘special nuggets.’

Larry Cohn - The RLI event yesterday was a great learning experience with everyone adding value to the day!

Rita Burton - I think every Rotarian should experience Rotary Leadership Institute—whether you joined last 
month or decades ago.  The energy, the exchange of ideas, and the powerful fellowship with members from 
other clubs left me inspired and recharged.  It was a day well spent!

Larry Cohn
Larry Cohn’s story begins with a plot twist worthy of a Vegas opening 
act—born in New York City, a childhood move west for his health 
changed his trajectory. Southern California became his proving 
ground, where he earned a finance degree from California State 
University, Northridge and planted deep roots in Orange County. But 
Larry didn’t just build a career—he built community. For 30 years, he 
showed up everywhere it mattered: nonprofit boards, President of the 
Santiago Canyon College Foundation, and youth sports sidelines—
coaching with as much heart as he brought to the boardroom.

At home, he’s been married to Mary for 35+ years - clearly a long-
term investment strategy that paid off, and together they’ve raised four children and now cheer on nine 
grandchildren. Since arriving in Las Vegas in 2020, Larry hasn’t exactly embraced “retirement.” Rotarian, 
mentor, volunteer—and still running two tech companies. Off-duty? Golf, pickleball, fine dining, classic 
cars, and a great playlist—now that’s Larry’s version of a perfect day. For Larry,  success isn’t just what 
you build—it’s who you build it with.

Fun fact: Before all that, Larry spent seven years mastering the violin—proof he’s always known how 
to handle the strings.



Rotarians in Action

CATY CROCKETT

RYAN
HAMILTON

Celebrity Cars
Las Vegas
7770 Dean Martin Dr 301
Las Vegas, NV 89139

celebritycars.com

Main: 702.818.1031
sales | consignment | leasing | financing

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

7979 W. Warm Springs Rd.  •  Las Vegas, NV 89113

702-260-0770  •  fax 702-260-6983 

Palm Southwest Mortuary

Surprise & Delight - proceed to the podium!

Attendees and Facilitators for the April 4 Rotary Leadership Institute

RLI: Larry Cohn

Annee Nounna, PP Caty Crockett, President Janice Lencke and Debi 
Howard - Fellowship at WOW!

RLI - Nancy Anderson, Rita Burton

RLI: PP Toni Kern RLI: PP/DGND Dave Thorson

Surprise & Delight - proceed to the podium!



LAS VEGAS ROTARY
FOUNDATION 2025 - 2026

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President:
Rosalee Hedrick

Vice President:
Pete Samuolis

Secretary:
David Thorson

Treasurer:
Brian Sorrentino

Immediate Past President:
James Kohl

Trustees:
Mike Ballard
Richard Jost

Janice Lencke
Greg Maguire
David Thorson

Senior Members:
Randy Campanale

Steve Casey
Paul Maffey

Lawrence Rouse
Thomas Thomas

Gary Vause

25 CLUB OFFICERS

President:
Elliott Harris

Secretary:
Kathy Govoreau

Design · Print · Copy · Signs · Banners · Posters

Custom Apparel · Mailing Center · Convention Services

Promotional Items

702.876.3235  ·  www.pdqvegas.com
3820 S Valley View Blvd  ·  Las Vegas, NV 89103

Rotary Web Sites
Rotary.org – Rotary International

District5300.org - District 5300 Site

www.dacdb.com – District/Club Data Base

Wheel Creative and Print: Heather Saunders, PDQ of Las Vegas LLC

Wheel Content and Editor: Tina Bishop

Pictures and Scribe: 25 Club

CONTACT INFORMATION

Post Office Box 15152

Las Vegas, Nevada 89114

Phone:  702-433-7451

District 5300

Club 813

Website: www.lasvegasrotary.com

Email: admin@lasvegasrotary.com

Fifth Wheel: fifthwheel.lvrotary.us

Executive Director: Shawn Noorda

Celebrate America 250
 A Community Day 

 In The Park
 Springs Preserve

Scan the QR Code for more 
information and to buy tickets.

Saturday, May 16
7:00 to 4:00 pm

All Hands On Deck:
• Finding Sponsors
• Finding Vendors
• Invite your friends, 

family, coworkers 
and community 
supporters to 
attend the event

• Volunteers leading 
up to and during 
the event


