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Small Business Recognition

05/14	 Juanny Romero	 Mothership Coffee

05/21	 Christopher Fenton	 Las Vegas Airport

05/28	 Vanessa Barreat	 La Vecindad Cantina

Hospitality Industry

06/04	 Ryan Comstock	 COO Ainsworth Gaming Technology

06/11	 Stephanie Glanzer	 Chief Sales Officer & Senior Vice President at 
		  MGM Resorts International

06/18	 David Strow	 VP Corporate Gaming, Boyd Gaming

06/25	 DARK	 President’s Debunking

Our Club’s
Accomplishments

Good People, Doing Good Things, 
for People in Need.

n	 Our club showed up strong—PEE Michael 
Cudiamat, IPP Kirk Alexander, Melanie 
Muldowney, Larry Cohn, PP/DGND David 
Thorson, and President Janice Lencke—joining 
an energized, multi-district gathering built 
around the theme Better Together—Better 
the World. At the Gaylord Pacific Resort, 
Rotary District 5300, Rotary District 5320, 
Rotary District 5330, and Rotary District 5340 
came together for a high-impact weekend of 
inspiration, collaboration, and hands-on service.

n	 We proudly welcomed 52 valedictorians and 
their school representatives to honor their 
extraordinary accomplishments at last week’s 
luncheon. The program was inspiring as was 
hearing the next chapter of each student’s life.

n	 This year, our Club proudly hosted four quarterly 
Wetzel Awards, recognizing five outstanding 
active-duty Air Force members each quarter. 
These honorees represent the very best—
demonstrating excellence in their careers, 
commitment to personal growth, and a strong 
dedication to serving others in their communities.

n		 A successful general assembly for 2025-2026 
was conducted. It was designed to motivate 
and  provide educational content  for members. 

Check It Out!
We don’t serve for awards—but being 

recognized at Rotary District 5300 
Assembly 2026 is a fitting conclusion 

for the year. Join us May 23 for District 
Assembly to celebrate!

WHAT IS ROTARY?
2025 - 2026

Rotary International President
Francesco Arezzo

District 5300 Governor 
Gilda Moshir

Rotary is an organization of business and 
professional leaders who work to address 

critical issues like promoting peace, fighting 
disease, providing clean water, supporting 
education, and growing local economies. 

Rotary clubs around the world foster 
fellowship, encourage high ethical standards, 

and work to advance goodwill and peace.

HEATHER BROWN
Small Business Advocate 
Heather Brown is a Las Vegas native, entrepreneur, public 
servant, and host of the Home Means podcast, where she shares 
the stories of the people shaping Nevada and explores what makes 
a community truly feel like home.

A graduate of Western High School and the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas, Heather is a first-generation college graduate whose 
path was made possible by the Governor Guinn Millennium 
Scholarship. That experience drives her commitment to expanding 
access to education and creating real opportunities for others.

Her career spans the public, private, and nonprofit sectors, all 
centered on one goal: connecting education, workforce, and 
economic development in meaningful ways. After more than a 

decade working in Washington, D.C., and two years in Brussels, Heather returned to Las Vegas to help 
build the city she believes in. She co-founded StartUp Vegas to support entrepreneurs and later served 
as Senior Vice President at the Las Vegas Global Economic Alliance, where she focused on growing the 
region’s innovation economy, talent pipeline, and rebuilt the business development department. 

Heather has lived in 11 states, traveled to more than 80 countries, and brings a global perspective to her 
work, but her focus has always been on creating impact at home. Known for her thoughtful, solutions-
oriented leadership, she is passionate about building stronger communities through investment in 
people, education, and opportunity.

Her work has been recognized through Las Vegas’ 40 Under 40 (2023), Leadership Las Vegas (Class of 
2024), and the UNLV Patrick T. Smith Achievement in Service Award (2025).
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During the month of May, the Las Vegas Rotary Club proudly 
recognizes and celebrates small businesses. These businesses are the 
backbone of our community, representing approximately 99% of all 
firms in Nevada and employing nearly 45% of the state’s private-
sector workforce. Many are locally owned, reflecting the resilience, 
innovation, and entrepreneurial spirit that define Southern Nevada.

And small businesses do far more than provide goods and services, they 
help shape the character of our community. They reinvest in the local 
economy, support neighborhood initiatives, and create meaningful 
connections that strengthen the fabric of Las Vegas.

As Rotarians, we honor the resilience, innovation, and dedication of our small business owners, 
whose contributions continue to drive our community forward.

For Rotarians, small businesses are more than economic drivers; they are vital partners in 
service. They invest in our community, support local initiatives, and contribute generously 
to charitable efforts that strengthen the valley. Together, their impact helps build a more 
connected, thriving Las Vegas

“Shine Bright in 30” Happy Half Hour:
Sometimes the best moments in Rotary happen 
when you least expect them. At our newly launched 
“Shine Bright in 30” Happy Half Hour”, sponsored 
by the 25 Club, members stepped out of routine 
and into something more meaningful—genuine 
connection. With the Rotary Refresher mocktail in 
hand and appetizers to enjoy, the room quickly filled 
with energy.

New members felt welcomed and longtime members 
reconnected. Conversations flowed effortlessly across generations of service. The result was 
a full room, authentic engagement, and a true sense of belonging. With Janice’s vision at the 
heart of it, special thanks go to Elliott Harris, Kathy Govoreau, and Shawn Noorda for bringing 
this experience to life.  Our Past Presidents and members alike connected thoughtfully, each 
contributing to the spirit of the morning. It was Rotary at its very best.

The Art of Informed Participation
Understanding how our club operates begins with knowing its structure. Have you taken time 
to review the bylaws and policies in our club Roster? These are more than formal documents—
they define how decisions are made, clarify roles and responsibilities, and ensure consistency 
and continuity from year to year. They are what allow Rotary to function smoothly, even as 
leadership changes. Taking a few moments to learn what already exists allows each of us to 
contribute more effectively. The best ideas don’t replace the foundation—they build on it.



Social and Special Events

DID YOU
KNOW!

Draw the Joker!Draw the Joker!
Win 1/2 the Raffle!Win 1/2 the Raffle!

CurrentCurrent
Raffle AmountRaffle Amount

$3,004.00$3,004.00

May Rotarian Birthdays
Gregory Maguire................................5/1
Randall Brody.....................................5/5
Lia Roberts..........................................5/7
Taylor Neu..........................................5/8
Randall Campanale............................5/9
Christopher Emanuel.........................5/9
Carey Grohs......................................5/11
Suzette Wheeler...............................5/12

Branton Blount.................................5/19
Lawrence Cohn.................................5/22
David Squier.....................................5/24
Lawrence Rouse...............................5/26
Eric Schimmoeller.............................5/26
Rene Gamero Jr................................5/29
Norbert Reiner..................................5/30

MayMay
05/07	 6:00pm	 25 Club Orientation at Elliott Harris’s home
05/12	 6:00pm	 Walter Bracken Dedication - by invitation only
05/14	 12:15pm	 Guest of the Club: Elementary School Partners
05/16	 7:00am-4:00pm	 Club Fundraiser at Springs Preserve
05/23	 10:00am-4:00pm	 District Assembly at Granit Hills HS, Apple Valley
05/29-06-04	 All Week	 Rotary Friendship Exchange

JuneJune
05/29-06-04	 All Week	 Rotary Friendship Exchange
06/05	 5:15pm	 USO - Aviators Night at the Ballpark
06/13-056-17	 All Week	 Rotary International Convention in Taipei
06/25	 6:00pm	 Debunking Party

Before practicing law and 
founding Rotary, Paul Harris 

worked as a cowboy, desk clerk, 
marble salesman, actor, merchant 

seaman—even a fruit picker. 
Talk about a well-rounded 

résumé!
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Industrial Automation 
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 A Longstanding Partnership
Our recent Wine to Water event will support One Drop Foundation and 
its work in communities where access to clean water remains a daily 
challenge. Final numbers are still being reconciled, and we look forward 
to sharing the impact soon.

At its core, this effort reflects a shared belief: solving water challenges 
requires more than infrastructure—it takes education, sustainability, and 
long-term community engagement. Since 2014, One Drop and Rotary 
International—alongside the Water and Sanitation Rotarian Action 

Group—have partnered on projects across Africa, Latin America, and Asia, supported by districts 
including Rotary District 5300.

That impact extends closer to home. In Las Vegas, One Drop has supported water education 
initiatives at Springs Preserve and programs connected to the DISCOVERY Children’s Museum, 
helping young people better understand conservation and global water challenges.

April 30, 2026 – President Janice opened the meeting at 12:15 pm. Dr. Michael Williams 
gave the Invocation; PP Randy Donald led us in song; and PP Russ Swain, Sergeant-at-Arms, 
led the Pledge of Allegiance. President Janice thanked those covering luncheon duties. Bob 
Werner asked that our thoughts be with fellow Rotarian from Calgary, Murray Flegel, who is ill. 
The Club welcomed visiting Rotarians from San Antonio and the Summerlin Rotary Club. Annee 
Nounna, Jason Frederico, and Andrew Thurow welcomed personal guests, and Andrew 
Moran welcomed Honorary Member Jerry Engel. President Janice introduced the Head Table 
guests and moved to announcements. 

PP Toni Kern recapped last week’s Green Planet Student Farmers Market; the next will be held in 
October. Gwen Hall reflected on the Valedictorians Luncheon, thanking the organizing committee 
and volunteers, and recognizing President Janice, Executive Director Shawn Noorda, and 
PP Tom Krob for highlighting student aspirations and influences. Liz Rothwell reported a strong 
turnout at the Wine to Water event, raising $3,000 for One Drop International and Nevada water 
projects. Antoinette Monroe reminded members of the 25 Club Orientation on May 7 at Elliott 
Harris’ home. Kathy Govoreau thanked participants of the 25 Club’s first “Shine Bright in 30” 
pre-meeting gathering. Dr. Rampur Viswanath shared updates on the upcoming International 
Friendship Exchange visit (May 29–June 10), noting transportation is still needed for the Las Vegas 
portion. President Janice recapped the Multi-District Conference and presented Martha Garcia 
as April’s Rotary Proud Member. Rosalee Hedrick reminded members of the WestCare Nevada 
Suit Drive, accepting donations through May 7. PE Greg Maguire reported $26,400 raised to date 
for the May 16 fundraiser, with one $2,500 sponsorship still available (now partially committed).

President-Elect Greg Maguire presented two grants: $1,075 to Iron Sharpens Iron Mentoring 
and $5,000 to the Silver State Education Foundation to support future educators. 

Patrick Ballinger shared a video of his son’s game-winning home run for the Kansas Jayhawks. 
PP Karen Whisenhunt won the Surprise and Delight. PP Steve Casey was featured in Member 
Spotlight. President-Elect-Elect Mike Cudiamat won the raffle but did not draw the Joker, and 
Suzette Wheeler won Lawry Bucks.

PP Michael Gordon via video, introduced speaker Todd Walter, Scout Executive and CEO of 
the Las Vegas Area Council, who shared insights from 35 years in Scouting. Todd announced that 
PP Russ Swain will be this year’s recipient of the Service to Scouting Award. President Janice 
adjourned the meeting at 1:30 pm.



Pictures

Jeff Geihs - grant recipient, President Janice & PE Greg Maguire

Andrew Moran, Bill Stieren, Nancy Anderson, Honorary Member 
Jerry Engel & Dan Adamson

Rotary Proud honoree Martha Garcia & 
President Janice 

PP Steve Casey, PP Randy Campanale, 
& PP Tom Krob 

Annee Nounna, her granddaughter (Birthday girl) & her longtime boyfriend

PE Greg Maguire, grant receipient, & President Janice

Returning member Markus Bohi & 
Gary Vause Anil Melnick & Guest

 Jason Frederico, Guest & 
PP Randy Campanale Carey Grohs won Surprise & DelightRita Burton & PP Kirk Alexander

Elliott Harris & Larry Cohn
PP Russ Swain promotes 

America 250



Weekly Showcase

Member Spotlight

Michael Cudiamat RN, HCS-D
ADMINISTRATOR

3100 W. Sahara Avenue
Suite 111
Las Vegas, NV 89102

Phone:  702-222-1714
Fax  702-222-1715

hospiceservicesnv@yahoo.com

Rotary Epic Day of Service – May 16
Join Rotary District 5300 and Rotarians around the world 
for Rotary’s EPIC Day of Service on May 16, 2026—a global 
movement uniting 1.2 million Rotarians, community partners, and 
volunteers for one powerful day of action. What began in 2022 
has grown into an annual worldwide effort where clubs lead 
local projects—from food drives to environmental cleanups—
while collectively creating extraordinary global impact. This 
year, support our club’s participation through the America 250 
Celebration at Springs Preserve—a fundraiser fueling community 
projects that will make a difference all year long.

Linda Peterson
Some journeys begin with opportunity—others are built from them. For Linda Peterson, that journey 
began when she arrived alone from Malaysia in 1990 with a student visa, limited resources, and 

unwavering determination. 
By day, she worked full time; by night, she completed a 2 a.m. 
internship at Merrill Lynch—all while carrying a full college load. 
In just three years, she earned both her BS in Finance and MBA 
in Marketing from Hawaii Pacific University, graduating summa 
cum laude and debt free, while also leading multiple student 
organizations.
Her professional path reflects both versatility and impact. From 
banking in Honolulu to nearly three decades of leadership 
across industries in Hilton Head Island, Linda built a career 
spanning finance, government, healthcare, and education—
including teaching at the University of South Carolina. Her civic 

contributions were equally meaningful, including early advocacy for the preservation of Mitchellville, 
now recognized by the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture.
A Rotary International member since 2021, Linda continues her service in Las Vegas through 
volunteer work and international projects bringing clean water to communities in Belize and Mexico.
Fun Fact: Now retired, she’s on a mission to conquer all 50 states—13 to go, a full tank of curiosity, 
and absolutely no intention of slowing down.

Rotary Friendship Exchange – May 29 to June 4
 Calling all Las Vegas Rotarians! Be part of an unforgettable 

Friendship Exchange by hosting seven Rotarians visiting from 
District 3040, India, between May 29 and June 4, 2026. The group, 
three couples and one single is excited to connect internationally 
while discovering American culture, Rotary initiatives in our area, 
and Las Vegas attractions. 

We urgently need three primary hosts for home stays with breakfast 
and local transport, in addition to backup hosts and volunteers to 
help with transportation, dining, activities, and tours such as the Strip, 

Hoover Dam, and Allegiant Stadium. Guests request no pork or beef, and several follow vegetarian 
diets. Participating hosts and volunteers will be prioritized for future outbound opportunities. 
Contact Randall Brody right away at Randall.Brody@taxsamaritan.com to get involved.



Rotarians in Action

CATY CROCKETT

RYAN
HAMILTON

Celebrity Cars
Las Vegas
7770 Dean Martin Dr 301
Las Vegas, NV 89139

celebritycars.com

Main: 702.818.1031
sales | consignment | leasing | financing

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

7979 W. Warm Springs Rd.  •  Las Vegas, NV 89113

702-260-0770  •  fax 702-260-6983 

Palm Southwest Mortuary

AVAILABLE

Shine Bright in 30: Allister Dias &  
Elliott Harris

Shine Bright in 30: Rita Burton & 
Kathy Govoreau

Shine Bright in 30: PEE Mike Cudiamat & 
Allister Dias

Shine Bright in 30: PP Karen Whisenhunt 
& Pres. Janice Lencke

Shine Bright in 30: Chuck & Carey Grohs

Shine Bright in 30: Suzette Wheeler, 
Nancy Anderson & Liz Rothwell

STWN: Donor Wall - Look for the 
LVR Foundation

PP Toni Kern & Nancy Anderson at the 
STWN Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon

BWB Beckley: Gwen Hall & Tina Bishop Highway Clean up crew lead by David Squire

Shine Bright in 30: Nancy Anderson, PP 
Karen Whisenhunt, PP Randy Donald, & 

Martha Garcia
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Celebrate America 250
 A Community Day 

 In The Park
 Springs Preserve

Scan the QR Code for more 
information and to buy tickets.

Saturday, May 16
7:00 to 4:00 pm

All Hands On Deck:
• Finding Sponsors
• Finding Vendors
• Invite your friends, 

family, coworkers 
and community 
supporters to 
attend the event

• Volunteers leading 
up to and during 
the event


