
Upcoming Speakers

THE LAS VEGAS ROTARY CLUB’S MISSION:
Teaching Youth to Succeed through Literacy, Education & Life Skills Development

September 17, 2026

09/24	 Josh Pastner, UNLV Men’s Basketball

10/01	 Dina Babsky, Las Vegas Economic & Urban Development

10/08	 Mauricia Baca, NV State Director, Nature Conservancy

10/15	 Ken Winana, Winans Investment, Las Vegas Western Wall street

10/22	 Art Zargaryan, Pegasus Development, Mayor’s Fund, Community Schools

10/29	 Senator Catherine Cortez Masto, Nevada Senator

Our Club’s
Accomplishments

Good People, Doing Good Things, 
for People in Need.

n	 8/29, the 25-Club hosted a successful 
Alpine Picnic with 86 registered 
members and guests.

n	 On 9/03, a community grant for $2,500 
was presented to the LVMPD Foundation, 
DREAM program, a 12-week youth 
mentoring and outreach initiative 
targeting youth ages 10-18.

n	 9/08, twelve volunteers of Rotarians 
and spouses provided helping hands, to 
prepare 25 meals at Ronald McDonald 
House. 

n	 9/10, a check for $5,000 from the Las 
Vegas Rotary Foundation and Howard 
& Howard was presented to support 
“The Dream Awards”, honoring Las 
Vegas Entertainment legends and their 
contributions to the community.

n	 9/12, twenty-five volunteers of Rotarians 
and guests registered to serve meals at 
the Salvation Army Owens campus.

Check It Out!
Got something to celebrate? A birthday, 
anniversary, exciting news, or maybe you’re 

simply having a great Thursday? Whatever puts 
a smile on your face, share your happiness 
with Happy Buck! And remember, there’s no 

limit to how happy you can be, or how much you 
can give! It doesn’t have to be just FIVE bucks. 
If you’re feeling extra happy, dig a little deeper. 

Every dollar helps us CAN hunger through 
our Canned Food Drive!

WHAT IS ROTARY?
2026 - 2027

Rotary International President
Olayinka Hakeem Babalola

Rotary Club of Trans Amadi, Nigeria

District 5300 Governor 
Dennis Franklin 

Rotary Club of Glendora

Rotary is an organization of business and professional 
leaders who work to address critical issues like 

promoting peace, fighting disease, providing clean water, 
supporting education, and growing local economies.

Rotary Clubs around the world foster fellowship, 
encourage high ethical standards, and work to advance 

goodwill and peace.

JOSEF DIAZ 
CHIEF CURATOR OF HISTORY AND MATERIAL CULTURE, 

NEVADA STATE MUSEUM, LAS VEGAS.

Josef Díaz is the Director and Chief Curator of History and Material 
Culture at the Nevada, State Museum Las Vegas. Prior to that he 
was the Chief Curator and Director at the Museum of Spanish 
Colonial Art in Santa Fe. He was also curator of Spanish Colonial 
Art and History collections at the Palace of the Governors/New 
Mexico History Museum. He has curated several exhibitions and 
has written and published on Spanish colonial art and history.
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Member Spotlight
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Rene Gamero
Industrial Automation 
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Showing Up When It Matters
As we move into a busy fall season, I continue to be impressed by the generosity of our 
Las Vegas Rotary Club, our community partners, and the many companies our members 
own, lead, or represent. These organizations provide valuable resources and volunteer 
support for important causes throughout our community.

This past week, Rotarians cooked and served meals at the Ronald McDonald House 
and The Salvation Army. These experiences reminded us that while we look forward to 
cooler weather and fall activities, many people are focused simply on getting through the 
immediate challenge before them.

This is where Rotary’s mission comes to life. By serving others, building partnerships, and addressing community 
needs, we help create healthier, more stable, and more connected communities. Our service reflects that mission in 
a tangible way: we are showing up for families and individuals who need support, compassion, and a helping hand.

Our upcoming canned food drive is another opportunity to put that mission into action. Food security is essential to 
the well-being of individuals and families, yet too many people face uncertainty about where their next meal will 
come from. By donating canned goods, contributing funds, and encouraging others to participate, we can support 
local food pantries and neighbors experiencing hardship.

I encourage every member to take part and share ideas for making the drive even more impactful. Whether we are 
preparing a meal, serving a family, donating food, or giving our time, each act of service meets an immediate need 
while strengthening our community for the long term.

Thank you to every Rotarian who volunteered and to the organizations and businesses connected to our members 
that support this work. Together, we can help people through difficult moments, improve food security, and create 
lasting change.

We want every member to experience the opportunity to volunteer because it is an important part of what it means 
to be a Rotarian. Find your place, get involved, and I’ll see you out there!

Greg Maguire
President, Las Vegas Rotary Club 2026–2027

Dr. George Kychakoff - CEO | Biotechnix

September Rotarian Birthdays
Kimberly McMahon................9/3	
Janet Ravin..............................9/9	
Caty Crockett.........................9/12	

Jerry Sennes...........................9/12	
Ned Phillips............................9/15	
Rampur Viswanath...............9/16	

Todd Walter...........................9/19	
Debi Howard.........................9/22	
Richard Jost........................... 9/25

Say hello to Dr. George Kychakoff, a scientist, inventor, and entrepreneur whose life began 
in Harbin, China and has circled the globe ever since. George earned his bachelor's degree 
in physics with honors from the Australian National University, where he also completed his 
military service, then came to the United States for a master's in engineering and applied 
science at Yale and a PhD in mechanical engineering at Stanford, where he subsequently served 
on the Mechanical Engineering faculty, authoring more than 40 technical papers and serving 
as Chairman of the International Congress on the Applications of Lasers and Electro-optics.

After leaving Stanford, George served as an executive with two Fortune 500 companies. In 
1995 George founded Enertechnix, designing equipment and services for diagnosing and controlling industrial 
combustion processes for the pulp, paper, and energy industries and earning 20 patents.. He grew the company over 
more than two decades until its commercial business was acquired in 2018 by Valmet, the leading global supplier 
of technologies for those industries. He also founded Biotechnix, Inc. whose government funded research and 
development spanned security and military applications, environmental monitoring, industrial process control, and 
medical diagnostics. Today, his business interests focus primarily on early-stage biotechnology company investment.

George is also a seasoned Rotarian. Before joining us he served eight years in the Maple Valley, Washington club 
and two years in Fair Oaks, Texas, leading the development of six Global Grants. He is a Paul Harris Fellow. He and 
his wife Viki now make their home near the heart of Las Vegas. Ask George how laser spectroscopy works, what 
it takes to earn a patent, or what brought a Stanford engineer to the desert. Whatever the answer, you will leave 
lunch smarter. Please welcome George to the Las Vegas Rotary Club.



Social and Special Events

Weekly Showcase

Michael Cudiamat RN, HCS-D
ADMINISTRATOR

3100 W. Sahara Avenue
Suite 111
Las Vegas, NV 89102

Phone:  702-222-1714
Fax  702-222-1715

hospiceservicesnv@yahoo.com

Draw the Joker!Draw the Joker!
Win 1/2 the Raffle!Win 1/2 the Raffle!

CurrentCurrent
Raffle AmountRaffle Amount

$5,863.00$5,863.00

Foundation Approves Expanded Tiberti Fellow Recognition
The Las Vegas Rotary Foundation Board has approved three new giving levels above the longtime $1,000 
Tiberti Fellow threshold. A review of Foundation giving back to 2001 showed why the change was 
warranted: 109 of our 240 donors have already crossed the $1,000 mark, making it roughly the median 
gift on file. However, we have no good way of recognizing our most generous members, who 
together account for $248,000, or 41% of everything the Foundation has ever raised.
Following a proposal from Mike Ballard and David Thorson, the Board voted unanimously to enhance 
our recognition program to better thank our more generous members and to provide an 
incentive structure to encourage additional giving.  The new levels are:
	 •	 Tiberti Sustainer, A new level created to encourage new and first-time donors ($100)
	 •	 Tiberti Fellow ($1,000)
	 •	 Tiberti Builder ($5,000)
	 •	 Cornerstone Society ($10,000), 
	 •	 1923 Society ($25,000), named for the year our club was founded. 
The goal is simple, to recognize our most engaged donors, and provide all members with visible next 
aspirational steps, while recognizing the full range of generosity that sustains our Foundation's work.

SeptemberSeptember
Basic Education and Literacy Month

Thursdays	12:15 pm	 Weekly meeting, Lawry’s the Prime Rib 
		  Unless stated below, weekly meetings will be on Thursdays
09/21	 08:00 am	 S.O.A. R. - Safety Officer Awards Recognition
09/22	 09:30 am	 Breakfast/Snack Time with Books at Hollingsworth ES
09/24	 11:30 am	 Education Committee Meeting before general meeting
09/29	 07:30 am	 Breakfast/Snack Time with Books at Beckley ES
09/29	 11:00 am	 Discover Rotary Membership Event

OctoberOctober
Community Economic Development Month

Thursdays	12:15 pm	 Weekly meeting, Lawry’s the Prime Rib 
		  Unless stated below, weekly meetings will be on Thursdays
10/01	 11:00 am	 25-Club meeting before the general meeting
10/08	 05:00 pm	 Putting Tournament, Angel Park
10/15	 01:35 pm	 Board of Directors meeting

Matthew J. Nelson
Email:  mnelson@jakrec.com

Phone: 702-405-3112



Rotarians in Action

Scribe Notes

SHKC

702-757-8700

Michelle Rizzo
Sales & Marketing Manager

4043 Howard Hughes Parkway
Las Vegas, NV 89169
(702)  893-4968 Direct
(702)  524-4140 Cellular
email: MRizzo@LawrysOnline.com
www.LawrysOnline.com

 

September 10, 2026 – President Greg opened the meeting at 12:15pm. He reminded us that tomorrow marks 
the 25th anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the topic of his President’s message in the Wheel, and led a moment 
of silence honoring the Fallen, particularly the First Responders. Shawn Sennett gave the Invocation; PP Jim Hunt 
led us in song; and PP Tom Krob led the Pledge of Allegiance as Sergeant-at-Arms. President Greg thanked those 
covering the luncheon duties and introduced the President’s Table.  
The Club welcomed a visiting International Rotarian, Louise from Christchurch, New Zealand; we welcomed back 
Honorary Members Jerry Engel and Bill Stephan, Chris Emanuel and PP Toni Kern. Jerry Engel introduced 
a personal guest; and there were several guests of the Club, including Andreas, his second luncheon, and guests from 
three of our partner elementary schools. PP Jim Kohl introduced Mabel Buckner, who later received a grant from 
Howard and Howard and the Las Vegas Rotary Foundation for $5,000 on behalf of the Dream Awards in support of their 
efforts to honor achievements in the Arts, Entertainment and Media. 
President Greg drew attention to The Wheel’s Members Spotlight on new member John “JR” Richard; and the 
Rotary Across the Nation and Across the World spotlights on the Rotary Club of Downers Grove, IL, and on the Rotary 
Club of Sarajevo.
Announcements: PP Karen Whisenhunt and President Greg again encouraged all members to complete the 
Rotary Youth Protection Training; and reminded everyone of the upcoming Golf Putting Tournament and BBQ on October 
8. Susan Ziobro reported on the Cook Meals Event at Ronald McDonald House last Tuesday. PP Steve Linder 
mentioned the Salvation Army Feed the Homeless Event on September 12. PP Toni Kern, updated us on the Green Our 
Planet Youth Farmers Market on October 14. President-elect Mike Cudiamat noted his participation in the medical 
mission to the Philippines, October 23-26, and called for donations for care packages. Erika Brandeberry reminded us 
of the Discover Rotary Membership Event, September 29, and encouraged members to invite promising prospects. PP 
David Thorson announced the Rotary Leadership Institute on October 17. Solea Rea announced the Halloween Party 
on October 24 at Antoinette Monroe’s home. Antoinette spoke to the next Highway Cleanup on October 17.  PP 
Jim Hunt reminded us of the upcoming Cigar Social, date undetermined at this time.
PP Mike Ballard presented Tiberti Fellow Awards to Dr. Niki Brunetti and Larry Cohn, supported by all the Tiberti 
Fellows present. PP Mike Ballard then described the proposed new 5-tier Tiberti Recognition Structure. 
Jorina King won the raffle, but couldn’t find the Joker; one of our guests from the Elementary Schools won the Lawry 
Bucks.
Our Speaker, Carlito Rayos, Deputy Chief of the Clark County Fire Department, described his duties and responsibilities 
and discussed the importance of mission preparedness and prevention in reducing fire risks. 
President Greg closed the meeting at 1:30pm. 

Chef explains the culinary program and 
his 14 years of service

Amazon and Rotary Join Forces to 
Serve at the Ronald McDonald House

Day of Service at the Salvation Army

RYE Student Justus 
serving at the Ronald 

McDonold House
Awaiting lunch crowd at 

the Salvation Army
Chef's in Action Ronald 

McDonald HouseRotarians in Action Ronald McDonald House

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

Rotarians with CEO Alyson 
McCarthy Ronald McDonald House



Photos

Welcome to the Head Table

Rotarian Branton introduces 
our guest speaker

Thank you go guest speaker 
Chief Carlito Rayos

Welcome guest from 
New Zealand

Jorina had her chance at 
the 50-50 raffle - The raffle 

continues
One of out teachers wins 

the Lawry Bucks

Stop you have to buy a raffle ticket - 
PP Randy and Nancy

PP Mike B congratulates to the latest Tiberti 
Fellows - Dr Niki Brunetti and Larry Cohn

PP Richard and PP Karen - 
911 RemembranceAlways a pleasure to welcome back 99 year old honorary member Bill

Erika says peace out and attend the lunch and learn members 
recruitment event

Recognizing all Club Foundation Tiberti Fellows

Gwen welcomes back our teachers

A moment of silence in remembrance of 911

Welcome back young guy (96) 
honorary member Jerry

PP Jim presents 5K check to DREAM on behalf 
of Howard and Howard and the Las Vegas 

Rotary Foundation



The Rotary Club of Kraków
Few cities in Europe have preserved their cultural identity 
as remarkably as Kraków. Poland's former royal capital 
escaped much of the physical destruction of World War II, 
leaving one of Europe's finest medieval city centers. From 
Wawel Castle and St. Mary's Basilica to the historic Cloth 

Hall overlooking the Vistula River, Kraków reflects 
centuries of history. Yet beneath its beauty lies a 
community shaped by resilience, rebuilding civic life 
after both war and decades of communist rule.
The Rotary Club of Kraków shares that story. Originally 
chartered in 1934, the club ceased operations during 
World War II and remained inactive throughout 
the communist era. Following Poland's return to 
democracy, Rotary returned to Kraków in 1990, and 
the club received a new Rotary International charter 

on October 12, 1991. Today, it is part of District 2231 and has approximately 26 active members.
The club has long supported some of Kraków's most vulnerable residents. Members partner with the Care 
and Adoption Center in Żmiąca and its Kraków branch, helping provide resources and opportunities for 
children in need. They also support the historic Helclów Nursing Home, one of Poland's oldest elder care 
institutions, while responding to humanitarian needs throughout the region.
International friendship has become one of the club's defining strengths. Its partnership with the Rotary 
Club of Bielefeld, Germany, established soon after Rotary returned to Poland, has produced more than 
25 years of joint humanitarian projects, medical equipment donations, and support for people with 
disabilities. The club also maintains sister-club relationships with Bari, Italy, and Lviv, Ukraine, providing 
humanitarian assistance to Ukrainians both in their homeland and to refugees in Poland. In 2024, more 
than 200 Rotarians gathered to celebrate the 90th anniversary of Rotary in Kraków, honoring a club whose 
friendships have helped reconnect the city with the global Rotary family.
If you would like to visit the Rotary Club of Kraków, they meet every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Hotel 
Maltański in Kraków.

Rotary Club of Rushmore
Nestled at the eastern edge of South Dakota's Black Hills, Rapid City 
serves as the gateway to some of America's most iconic landscapes. 
Mount Rushmore National Memorial, Crazy Horse Memorial, Custer 
State Park, Badlands National Park, and Wind Cave National Park are 

all within easy reach, drawing millions of visitors each year. While 
tourism is central to the region's economy, Rapid City is equally 
defined by a strong sense of community, where volunteers and 
civic organizations work together to make the Black Hills an 
even better place to live and visit. That spirit is exemplified by 
the Rotary Club of Rushmore. Chartered on March 12, 1986, 
the club is part of District 5610 and has earned a reputation for 
hands-on service and ambitious community partnerships. 

The club's most recognizable legacy is its long-standing 
partnership with Storybook Island, one of the Black Hills' most beloved children's attractions. For decades, 
Rushmore Rotarians have helped preserve and improve the park through fundraising, volunteer service, and 
capital projects. Recent contributions include the construction of the Rotary Gazebo and the installation 
of a multilingual Peace Pole, while members continue to volunteer during seasonal events that welcome 
thousands of families each year. Their commitment has helped ensure that Storybook Island remains a free 
destination where generations of children can discover the magic of classic nursery rhymes and fairy tales.

The Rotary Club of Rushmore also looks beyond the Black Hills. Members have pledged $500,000 toward 
the new Children's Home Society of South Dakota campus, support Feeding South Dakota, and partner in 
Rotary's global humanitarian efforts. Internationally, the club supports The School of St. Jude in Tanzania, 
contributes to Rotary's campaign to eradicate polio, and has organized projects that provide refurbished 
mobility aids to people in developing countries. 

If you would like to visit the Rotary Club of Rushmore, they meet every Tuesday at 7:00 a.m. at the Elevation 
Inn & Suites.

Patrick Ballinger
Director of Development and Marketing

Phone: 702-968-8115    Cell: 702-290-3900
Email:  Patrick.Ballinger@scouting.org

www. scoutinglvac.org



AVAILABLE

RYAN
HAMILTON

Celebrity Cars
Las Vegas
7770 Dean Martin Dr 301
Las Vegas, NV 89139

celebritycars.com

Main: 702.818.1031
sales | consignment | leasing | financing

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

Where Rotary Clubs Meet
Southern Nevada, 
District 5300

1. Las Vegas Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Lawry's The Prime Rib 
	 •	When: Thursdays @ 12:00–1:30 PM 

2. Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Lawry's The Prime Rib 
	 •	When: Mondays @ 12:15–1:30 PM 

3. Downtown Las Vegas Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Omelet House 
	 •	When: 1st–3rd Tuesdays @ 7:30 AM 

4. Las Vegas WON Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Fogo de Chão Brazilian Steakhouse 
	 •	When: 1st & 3rd Fridays @ 5:00 PM; 
		  2nd Friday @ 12:00 PM 

5. Las Vegas Summerlin Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Red Rock Country Club 
	 •	When: 1st & 3rd Tuesdays @ 7:00 AM 

6. Las Vegas Red Rock Rotary Club
	 •	Where: PKWY Tavern (varies) 
	 •	When: Tuesdays @ ~6:30 PM 

7. Las Vegas After Hours Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Varies 
	 •	When: 1st, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ 6:00 PM 

8. North Las Vegas Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Gold Mine Tavern (may vary) 
	 •	When: Fridays @ 7:15 AM 

9. Henderson Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Varies 
	 •	When: Tuesdays @ 12:00 PM 

10. Henderson After Hours Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Grape Street Cafe & Wine Bar (varies) 
	 •	When: 2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ 6:00 PM 

11. Green Valley Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Wildhorse Golf Club 
	 •	When: Rotating Thursdays (AM & PM) 

12. Boulder City Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Boulder City (varies) 
	 •	When: Tuesdays (midday) 

13. Boulder City Sunrise Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Boulder Creek Golf Course 
	 •	When: Thursdays (morning)

14. Pahrump Valley Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Artesian Cellars Winery (plus rotating) 
	 •	When: Midday + 4th Tuesday @ 6:00 PM 

15. Mesquite Rotary Club
	 •	Where: 150 N Yucca St, Suite 26, Mesquite, NV 
	 •	When: Wednesdays @ 5:30 PM 

16. Moapa Valley
	 •	Where: University of Nevada Extension
		  1897 North Moapa Valley Blvd Building B
		  Logandale, NV 89021 
	 •	When: Wednesday, 07:00 AM - 08:00 AM

Outside of Our District 
(but in Southern Nevada)

17. Laughlin–Bullhead Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Aquarius Casino Resort 
	 •	When: Wednesdays @ 12:00 PM 
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