
Upcoming Speakers

THE LAS VEGAS ROTARY CLUB’S MISSION:
Teaching Youth to Succeed through Literacy, Education & Life Skills Development

September 3, 2026

	 09/10	 TBD

	 09/17	 Josef Diaz, Nevada State Museum

	 09/24	 Josh Pastner, UNLV Men’s Basketball

	 10/01	 Dina Babsky, Las Vegas Economic & Urban Development

	 10/08	 Mauricia Baca, NV State Director, Nature Conservancy

	 10/15	 Ken Winana, Winans Investment, Las Vegas Western Wall street

	 10/22	 TBD

	 10/29	 Art Zargaryan, Pegasus Development, Mayor’s Fund, Community Schools

Our Club’s
Accomplishments

Good People, Doing Good Things, 
for People in Need.

n	 The Wetzel Awards were presented to 
five outstanding Airmen of the Quarter 
from Creech and Nellis Airforce Bases 
on 8/20.

n	 Six members stuffed 100 backpacks 
with school supplies, donated by 
Amazon, and delivered them to our six 
sponsored schools on 08/21.

n	 Rotarians joined 28 RYE students from 
17 counties for a weekend orientation 
in Running Springs, with students 
hosted by Rotary clubs in Southern CA, 
NV, UT, AZ and Hawaii. Four are from 
our district, including two hosted by 
our club. 08-22-23.

n	 25 Club hosted a successful Alpine 
Picnic with 86 registered members 
and guests on 8/29.

		 Las Vegas Rotary Club receives Rotary 
International Club Excellence Award 
for 2025-2026.

Check It Out!
Help us continue to Celebrate America 
250 by joining us for our Annual Golf 

Putting Tournament & BBQ on Thursday, 
October 8 at 5:30 PM at Angel Park Golf 

Club! Bring the kids, your family, friends and 
business associates for an evening of fun, 
food, fellowship and friendly competition!

WHAT IS ROTARY?
2026 - 2027

Rotary International President
Olayinka Hakeem Babalola

Rotary Club of Trans Amadi, Nigeria

District 5300 Governor 
Dennis Franklin 

Rotary Club of Glendora

Rotary is an organization of business and professional 
leaders who work to address critical issues like 

promoting peace, fighting disease, providing clean water, 
supporting education, and growing local economies.

Rotary Clubs around the world foster fellowship, 
encourage high ethical standards, and work to advance 

goodwill and peace.

KAREN AMBROSE, COO 
SUNRISE CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

Karen Ambrose is a healthcare executive with more than a decade of 
experience in operations, strategic planning and organizational growth. As 
chief operating officer of Sunrise Children’s Hospital in Las Vegas, she helped 
guide operational strategy, strengthen physician and team engagement, and 
support the hospital’s continued growth in service to children and families 
across the region.

Before joining Sunrise Children’s Hospital, Ambrose served as vice president 
of operations at HCA Healthcare’s TriStar Centennial Women’s and Children’s 
Hospital in Nashville, Tennessee. In that role, she led key initiatives including 
the expansion of the hospital’s OB emergency room from seven to 10 beds 
and the launch of a $55 million hospital transformation project.

Her HCA Healthcare background also includes service as execution director 
for HCA Corporate’s Clinical Services Group and as senior project manager for strategy and innovation 
at Parallon, HCA Healthcare’s administrative support platform. Before joining HCA Healthcare, Ambrose 
held progressive leadership roles at Ascension Saint Thomas in Nashville, building broad experience across 
healthcare operations, clinical services and systemwide improvement.

Colleagues described Ambrose as a leader with a strong record of advancing healthcare operations, 
strategic growth and team engagement. Her work reflected a commitment to improving systems of care 
while supporting clinical teams, physicians, patients and families.

Ambrose holds a Master of Health Administration and a Bachelor of Allied Health from Ohio State University. 
She has also contributed to community organizations, serving as executive chair for March for Babies, a 
March of Dimes fundraising event, and as a board member for Ronald McDonald House Nashville.

Founded in 1989, Sunrise Children’s Hospital is Nevada’s first children’s hospital and the largest and most 
comprehensive children’s hospital in the state. The hospital shares a campus with Sunrise Hospital and 
Medical Center, which is owned and operated by HCA Healthcare.
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What Have You Done with Rotary This Year?
As we approach the final four months of the calendar year, it's a good time to 
pause and ask ourselves a simple question:
What have I done with Rotary this year?
Have you attended our weekly luncheon? That's a great start, but Rotary offers 
so much more.
Have you participated in a service project? Invited a prospective member? 
Attended a social event or corporate tour? Served on a committee? Donated 
to The Rotary Foundation? Mentored a student? Helped organize an event? 
Shared one of our projects on social media?
Rotary was never intended to be a lunch club. It is a service organization made 

up of people who are committed to making a difference in their communities and around the world. 
Our motto, Service Above Self, is more than a slogan. It's a way of life.
As your President, I encourage each of us to set one or two personal Rotary goals before the end of the 
year. Attend an event you've never attended. Volunteer for a project. Bring a guest to a meeting. Join a 
committee. Find a way to use your talents to strengthen our club.
The success of the Las Vegas Rotary Club will never be measured solely by the number of members we 
have, but by the number of members who are actively engaged in our mission.
Together, we can accomplish far more than any one of us could alone.
So, I'll leave you with one final question:
When December 31 arrives, what will you be proud to say you accomplished through Rotary?

Greg Maguire
President, Las Vegas Rotary Club 2026–2027

Todd Walter

September Rotarian Birthdays
Kimberly McMahon................9/3	
Janet Ravin..............................9/9	
Caty Crockett.........................9/12	

Jerry Sennes...........................9/12	
Ned Phillips............................9/15	
Rampur Viswanath...............9/16	

Todd Walter...........................9/19	
Debi Howard.........................9/22	
Richard Jost........................... 9/25

Todd Walter brings a lifetime of service to Las Vegas Rotary, where this year he 
serves on the Board of Directors, leading the club's international service projects.

Service has been Todd's calling since he graduated from Western Maryland College 
in 1991 and devoted himself to Scouting. Over the next three decades, his work 
carried him and his family from Baltimore to Florida, Ohio, and North Carolina. In 
2020, he was thrilled to be named Scout Executive and CEO of our own Las Vegas 
Area Council, Scouting America in 2020, leading the organization that shapes 
young leaders across Southern Nevada.

Rotary has been part of Todd's life for years. He spent a decade as a member of the Orange Park Rotary 
Club in District 6970 before bringing his energy to Las Vegas, and he is also a Paul Harris Fellow, a mark 
of his commitment to The Rotary Foundation. He was recruited into our club by Past Presidents Michael 
Gordon and Russ Swain.

Family is at the center of it all. Todd has been happily married to his high school sweetheart, Lisa, for 
more than 34 years. They have two children, Tyler, who lives in Maryland, and Caitlin, a vet tech now in 
Charlotte, NC. When he is not working or serving, Todd loves fishing, hiking, rugby, traveling, and sharing 
the outdoors with the people he loves.

August is scouting’s major recruitment month for new members. Don’t forget to tell your friends, 
neighbors, and coworkers about the great things scouting does for our young men and women.

Next time you see Todd at Lawry's, pull up a chair. Ask him about a life in Scouting, his years in Rotary, 
or the best fishing spot he has found. You will meet a man who has built his whole life around service.



Social and Special Events

Weekly Showcase

Michael Cudiamat RN, HCS-D
ADMINISTRATOR

3100 W. Sahara Avenue
Suite 111
Las Vegas, NV 89102

Phone:  702-222-1714
Fax  702-222-1715

hospiceservicesnv@yahoo.com

Draw the Joker!Draw the Joker!
Win 1/2 the Raffle!Win 1/2 the Raffle!

CurrentCurrent
Raffle AmountRaffle Amount

$5,523.00$5,523.00

Rotary vs. Kiwanis: A Friendly Competition That Fights Hunger
Every fall, the Las Vegas Rotary Club and Kiwanis Club turn friendly competition into meaningful community 
service through their annual Canned Food Drive.
For several years, the two service organizations have competed in a canned food drive.  In 2009, in addition 
to donating actual cans, the program was expanded to raise money to buy food for the Salvation Army and 
local hunger-relief programs. Through its partnership with Three Square Food Bank, every dollar raised can 
provide approximately three nutritious meals. Since the drive began in partnership began, Las Vegas Rotary 
reports that its efforts have provided more than 2 million cans of food, while raising more than $223,000 
to help families and individuals facing food insecurity. 
The competition is spirited, but the real winner is the community.
In 2025, Kiwanis took the trophy for the first time in seven years, with the fundraising results equivalent to 
approximately 166,000 cans for Kiwanis compared with 149,000 for Rotary. 
That friendly rivalry demonstrates what service clubs can accomplish when they combine energy, generosity, 
and a little competitive spirit. The annual drive culminates in a joint Rotary-Kiwanis meeting around 
Thanksgiving, where the results are announced and the winning team takes home bragging rights.
Las Vegas Rotary hopes to take back the trophy this year. But the greatest reward isn't a trophy, it is knowing 
that our competition helps put food on the tables of Las Vegas families in need. For Las Vegas Rotary, the 
canned food drive is another example of what happens when people come together to Unite for Good.

SeptemberSeptember

Basic Education and Literacy Month
Thursdays	 12:15 pm	 Weekly meeting, Lawry’s the Prime Rib 
		  Unless stated below, weekly meetings will be on Thursdays

09/12	  01:00 pm	 Hands-on at Salvation Army Owens Campus	
		  “One Meal at a Time-Create Lasting Impact”

09/17	  12:15 pm	 Paul Harris Foundation Presentation

09/17	  01:35 pm	 Board of Directors meeting	
09/21	  08:00 am	 S.O.A. R. - Safety Officer Awards Recognition

09/22	  09:30 am	 Breakfast/Snack Time with Books at Hollingsworth ES

09/24	  11:30 am	 Education Committee Meeting before general meeting

09/29	 07:30 am	 Breakfast/Snack Time with Books at Beckley ES

09/29	  11:00 am	 Discover Rotary Membership Event

Matthew J. Nelson
Email:  mnelson@jakrec.com

Phone: 702-405-3112



Rotarians in Action

Scribe Notes

SHKC

702-757-8700

Michelle Rizzo
Sales & Marketing Manager

4043 Howard Hughes Parkway
Las Vegas, NV 89169
(702)  893-4968 Direct
(702)  524-4140 Cellular
email: MRizzo@LawrysOnline.com
www.LawrysOnline.com

 

August 27, 2026 –President Greg opened the meeting at 12:15pm. PP Mike Ballard gave the Invocation; PP 
Randy Campanale led us in song; and Deb Howard led the Pledge of Allegiance as Sergeant-at-Arms. President 
Greg thanked those covering the luncheon duties and introduced the President’s Table.  
The club welcomed a visiting Rotarian from Switzerland; Markus Bohi, Bob Werner, and Steve Kwon each 
welcomed personal guests; and Andrew Thurlow introduced a guest of the club. President Greg drew attention 
to The Wheel’s Member Spotlight on Eric Schimmoeller; Rotary Across the Nation and Across the World spotlights 
the Rotary Club of Oakland #3, and Unlocking the World with Rotary Fellowships.
In the Announcements: Deb Howard reported on the Green our Planet Tour this week and reminded us of the 
Green Our Planet Youth Farmers Market on October 14. President Greg encouraged all members to complete the 
online Rotary Youth Protection Program. Sarah Thornton reminded us of our club’s nomination for the “Best of Las 
Vegas Award” and encouraged voting until September 10. President-elect Mike Cudiamat reported on the first 
meeting of the incoming RYE students in our district at Running Springs, CA. He will participate in the medical mission 
to the Philippines October 23-26, and called for donations of useful items from a list to be circulated soon. Solea 
Rea reminded us of the Alpine Hike and Picnic this Saturday. PP Russ Swain called attention to the Annual Rotary 
Charity Golf Putting Tournament and BBQ on October 8. PP Steve Linder mentioned the Salvation Army’s Feed the 
Homeless Event on September 12. President Greg reminded us of the Cook Meals Event at Ronald McDonald House 
on September 8. He also recalled the delivery of 100 School Backpacks and grant checks of $1500 to each of our six 
partner elementary schools last week. 
Erika Brandeberry introduced the Fall Membership Drive, and the One Member, One Guest Contest challenging each 
member to invite one qualified prospect to the Discover Rotary Lunch at the Element Home Gallery on September 29. 
In a Paul Harris Fellowship ceremony, Dr. Niki Brunetti, congratulated honoree Nancy Anderson on achieving the 
Paul Harris +6 level and presented her award. 
PP David Thorson, supported by Larry Cohn, conducted the induction of new member John Richard 
Awguagbuka, who was introduced by Jorina King. 
In ’Happy Bucks News’, PP Tom Thomas announced the opening of The Vision Center, the first residential facility for 
visually impaired people in South Nevada. 
PP Randy Campanale won the raffle, but did not find the Joker; and PP Steve Linder took home the Lawry Bucks.
Our Speakers, Creson Oakley and Joseph Herbert of the Create Credit Union, made a compelling presentation on 
recognizing and protecting against the rapidly expanding threat of financial fraud in the age of AI and Voice Cloning.
President Greg closed the meeting at 1:30pm.  

Mike, RYE Justus, Sophie and Linda

RYE Students for District 5300Mike, Justus, Sophie and Linda

PP Janice and PP Karen skip Rotary to buy 
raffle items for the Putting TournamentRYE Justus from GermanyRotarians visit Green our Planet

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com



Photos

Welcome new member John Richard Awguagbuka
Guest speakers Creson Oakley and Joseph Herbert 

with President Greg Head Table

Early morning Alpine hike Alpine hike

Nancy receives her PH+6 Martha and Erika Carey
PP Tom - Happy Bucks 

AnnouncementAndrew and Shawn

Alpine Picnic

Group at Alpine PicnicPP Tom and President Greg

Elliott and Solea

The Twins

Teagan has an axe to grind

Alpine picnic chefs Cigar Time!



The Rotary Club of Kingston
Set against the backdrop of the Blue Mountains and the 
sparkling Caribbean Sea, Kingston is the vibrant heart of 
Jamaica. As the island's capital, it is a city of music, culture, 
and resilience—the birthplace of reggae, home to the 
Bob Marley Museum, and a gateway to the magnificent 

Blue and John Crow Mountains National Park. The 
Rotary Club of Kingston, club 6781, was chartered 
in 1959 and part of district 7020. Over the past 
six decades, the club has developed a remarkable 
record of community service, completing major 
projects that have strengthened schools, hospitals, 
youth organizations, and neighborhoods 
throughout the country.
For more than a quarter century, the Rotary Club 
of Kingston's annual charity golf tournament has 

been the driving force behind many of the club's most significant service projects. Generating nearly 40 
percent of the club's annual fundraising income, the tournament has financed homes for families in need, 
community centers, computer laboratories in schools, medical equipment for children's hospitals, wheelchair 
donations, and other initiatives that have improved lives across Jamaica
In recent years, members have established a wellness center for children with special needs, created a 
pediatric cancer isolation room at the University Hospital of the West Indies, built computer laboratories 
and playgrounds for schools, restored homes for residents of Cheshire Village, and developed the nationally 
recognized Biz Town program, where students learn entrepreneurship by operating their own miniature 
businesses. Together, these initiatives demonstrate the club's long-standing commitment to improving 
health, education, and opportunity throughout Jamaica.
If you would like to visit the Rotary Club of Kingston, they meet every Thursday at 12:30 p.m. at The Jamaica 
Pegasus Hotel, Kingston. 

Rotary Club of Annapolis
As Maryland's capital, Annapolis is a city where history and the 
Chesapeake Bay are woven into everyday life. Colonial streets, the 
Maryland State House, and the U.S. Naval Academy draw visitors 

from around the world, while the city's working 
waterfront reflects a centuries-old maritime heritage. 
Chartered on February 11, 1921, the Rotary Club of 
Annapolis is club number 685, part of District 7620, 
and today has more than 160 members, making it 
one of the largest and most active Rotary clubs in 
Maryland.

The club is best known for hosting the World's 
Largest Crab Feast, an Annapolis tradition that began 
more than 80 years ago and now attracts more than 
1,000 guests each summer to Navy–Marine Corps 
Memorial Stadium. Far more than a community 

celebration, the event is the club's primary fundraiser. Since 2005, proceeds have provided more than $1 million 
in grants to local nonprofit organizations serving children, families, veterans, and those in need throughout Anne 
Arundel County. Few Rotary events are as closely identified with their community as the Annapolis Crab Feast, 
making it one of Maryland's signature charitable traditions. Growing up on the Chesapeake Bay, I would give 
my left arm to eat Chesapeake Blue Crabs and cannot encourage you enough to make it to next year's event. 

The Rotary Club of Annapolis also maintains an international perspective through long-standing sister-club 
relationships with clubs in Dartmouth and Arundel, England, and Tábor, Czech Republic, fostering friendship and 
collaboration across borders. Closer to home, members volunteer on projects ranging from Rebuilding Together 
home renovations and Salvation Army bell ringing to community cleanups and strengthening relationships with 
the U.S. Naval Academy.

If you would like to visit the Rotary Club of Annapolis, they meet every Thursday at 12:00 p.m. at the Annapolis 
Yacht Club, 2 Compromise Street. 

Patrick Ballinger
Director of Development and Marketing

Phone: 702-968-8115    Cell: 702-290-3900
Email:  Patrick.Ballinger@scouting.org

www. scoutinglvac.org



AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

RYAN
HAMILTON

Celebrity Cars
Las Vegas
7770 Dean Martin Dr 301
Las Vegas, NV 89139

celebritycars.com

Main: 702.818.1031
sales | consignment | leasing | financing

AVAILABLE

Where Rotary Clubs Meet
Southern Nevada, 
District 5300

1. Las Vegas Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Lawry's The Prime Rib 
	 •	When: Thursdays @ 12:00–1:30 PM 

2. Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Lawry's The Prime Rib 
	 •	When: Mondays @ 12:15–1:30 PM 

3. Downtown Las Vegas Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Omelet House 
	 •	When: 1st–3rd Tuesdays @ 7:30 AM 

4. Las Vegas WON Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Fogo de Chão Brazilian Steakhouse 
	 •	When: 1st & 3rd Fridays @ 5:00 PM; 
		  2nd Friday @ 12:00 PM 

5. Las Vegas Summerlin Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Red Rock Country Club 
	 •	When: 1st & 3rd Tuesdays @ 7:00 AM 

6. Las Vegas Red Rock Rotary Club
	 •	Where: PKWY Tavern (varies) 
	 •	When: Tuesdays @ ~6:30 PM 

7. Las Vegas After Hours Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Varies 
	 •	When: 1st, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ 6:00 PM 

8. North Las Vegas Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Gold Mine Tavern (may vary) 
	 •	When: Fridays @ 7:15 AM 

9. Henderson Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Varies 
	 •	When: Tuesdays @ 12:00 PM 

10. Henderson After Hours Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Grape Street Cafe & Wine Bar (varies) 
	 •	When: 2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ 6:00 PM 

11. Green Valley Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Wildhorse Golf Club 
	 •	When: Rotating Thursdays (AM & PM) 

12. Boulder City Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Boulder City (varies) 
	 •	When: Tuesdays (midday) 

13. Boulder City Sunrise Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Boulder Creek Golf Course 
	 •	When: Thursdays (morning)

14. Pahrump Valley Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Artesian Cellars Winery (plus rotating) 
	 •	When: Midday + 4th Tuesday @ 6:00 PM 

15. Mesquite Rotary Club
	 •	Where: 150 N Yucca St, Suite 26, Mesquite, NV 
	 •	When: Wednesdays @ 5:30 PM 

16. Moapa Valley
	 •	Where: University of Nevada Extension
		  1897 North Moapa Valley Blvd Building B
		  Logandale, NV 89021 
	 •	When: Wednesday, 07:00 AM - 08:00 AM

Outside of Our District 
(but in Southern Nevada)

17. Laughlin–Bullhead Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Aquarius Casino Resort 
	 •	When: Wednesdays @ 12:00 PM 
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