
Upcoming Speakers

THE LAS VEGAS ROTARY CLUB’S MISSION:
Teaching Youth to Succeed through Literacy, Education & Life Skills Development

October 1, 2026

10/08	 Mauricia Baca, NV State Director, Nature Conservancy

10/15	 Ken Winana, Winans Investment, Las Vegas Western Wall street

10/22	 TBD

10/29	 Senator Catherine Cortez Masto, Nevada Senator

Our Club’s
Accomplishments

Good People, Doing Good Things, 
for People in Need.

n	 9/12, twenty-three volunteers of 
Rotarians and guests registered 
to serve lunchtime meals at the 
Salvation Army Owens campus. 

n	 09/21, nine Rotarians from our club 
attended the SOAR Ceremony at City 
Hall, an annual event hosted by Rotary 
Clubs of Southern Nevada since 2000 
and coordinated by Rotarian Rene 
Gamero. This year we honored 23 
outstanding first responders with 
the prestigious SOAR trophy for their 
respective divisions.

n	 9/22, Two Rotarians volunteered for 
Breakfast/Snack time with books at 
Hollingsworth Elementary School. 

n	 9/29, Discover Rotary Membership 
Event 

Check it out! 
Your Roster

Your roster contains valuable information about 
our club’s history, rules, bylaws, and members. 
Please take a moment to review the areas of 

expertise and services our members provide, and 
consider using the roster as a resource when 
you’re looking for a service or professional.

WHAT IS ROTARY?
2026 - 2027

Rotary International President
Olayinka Hakeem Babalola

Rotary Club of Trans Amadi, Nigeria

District 5300 Governor 
Dennis Franklin 

Rotary Club of Glendora

Rotary is an organization of business and professional 
leaders who work to address critical issues like 

promoting peace, fighting disease, providing clean water, 
supporting education, and growing local economies.

Rotary Clubs around the world foster fellowship, 
encourage high ethical standards, and work to advance 

goodwill and peace.

DINA BABSKY 
DIRECTOR OF ECONOMIC AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT FOR 

THE CITY OF LAS VEGAS
Dina Babsky serves as Director of Economic and Urban Development for 
the City of Las Vegas, where she leads the City’s efforts in redevelopment, 
business attraction and expansion, public-private partnerships, and 
strategic investment throughout Las Vegas.

In her role, Dina oversees major initiatives shaping the future of downtown 
and surrounding redevelopment areas, including Symphony Park, the Las 
Vegas Medical District, the Historic Westside, downtown housing and 
mixed-use development, innovation and startup programs, and efforts to 
attract new industries and investment to the city.

She works closely with developers, businesses, universities, healthcare institutions, and community 
partners to advance projects that create jobs, strengthen neighborhoods, and support the long-term 
economic growth of Las Vegas.

Dina is a graduate of UNLV’s Lee Business School and is actively involved in Southern Nevada’s business 
and economic development community. Outside of work, she and her husband are raising their family in 
Las Vegas, and she is an enthusiastic supporter of her children’s activities and the Las Vegas community.
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Member Spotlight
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rgamero@opto22.com

Rene Gamero
Industrial Automation 
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opto22.com
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Business Development Officer
Small Business 
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A division of Zions Bancorporation, N.A. Member FDIC

October Is a Great Month to Be Anywhere
Welcome to October, and hopefully to some cooler temperatures!

I’ve always liked to say, “October is a great month to be anywhere.” The summer 
heat is finally breaking, the mornings and evenings are getting cooler, and here in Southern 
Nevada, October is one of the best months of the year to get outside. It’s also a great month 
to be a Las Vegas Rotarian, because you’re going to find us just about everywhere!

We start the month volunteering at the Las Vegas Motor Speedway, followed by our 
Family Fun, Golf Putting Tournament & BBQ at Angel Park. We’ll join the One Drop 
Walk at Springs Preserve, get our hands dirty with Green Our Planet, and head 
outdoors again for our Highway Cleanup. We’ll recognize World Polio Day, celebrate 

together at our Halloween Party, and finish the month back at Beckley Elementary for Breakfast/Snacktime 
With Books. And don’t forget our Canned Food Drive as we continue helping families throughout our community. 
And then of course, we have our signature project “Santa Clothes” kicking off this month as well.

That’s a pretty good October! But don’t stop there. Take advantage of this incredible place we call home. Hike Red 
Rock Canyon, head up Mount Charleston, explore Valley of Fire, or spend a day at Lake Mead. Point the car 
north and you’re only a few hours from Zion, Snow Canyon, Cedar Breaks, and Bryce Canyon.

Most importantly, get out and participate. Volunteer for something new. Bring your spouse or family. Invite a 
prospective member. Spend time with Rotarians you don’t normally see outside of Lawry’s. Rotary is about service, but 
it’s also about fellowship, friendship, and shared experiences. So, this month, Get Outside! Enjoy our events. 
Enjoy our community. Enjoy our natural wonders. And enjoy being a Rotarian.

October is a great month to be anywhere. Let’s make the most of it together!

Greg Maguire
President, Las Vegas Rotary Club 2026–2027

PP Tom Thomas - Managing Partner | Thomas & Mack Co.

October Rotarian Birthdays
Peter Giacona........................10/1	
Elliott Harris...........................10/3	
Brock Fraser........................ 10/13	

Markus Bohi........................ 10/13	
Shawn Noorda................... 10/16	
Solèa Rae............................. 10/22	

Richie Barrera..................... 10/24	
Jorina King.......................... 10/26	

Say hello to September's Rotarian of the Month, Past President Tom Thomas. Tom has 
managed Thomas & Mack Co., the family's investment management and commercial 
real estate development company, since it was formed in 1992. He came to it from 
banking: after earning finance and law degrees at the University of Utah, he joined 
Valley Bank of Nevada as Vice President and Legal Counsel, ran retail banking as a 
Regional Vice President, and rose to Senior Vice President over Private Banking and 
Corporate Trust Services before the bank's 1992 merger into Bank of America.

The Thomas name is part of the Las Vegas story. Tom's father, E. Parry Thomas, was the 
banker who pioneered financing for the gaming & resort industry in Nevada. UNLV's 
Thomas & Mack Center carries his name beside his partner Jerry Mack, in recognition 
of their effort to assemble and finance the UNLV campus back in the 1960’s. 

Tom's Rotary roots run deep too. A member of this club since 1988, he served as Club President in 1999-2000, 
the year the club moved out of the Desert Inn Country Club, and has served as President of the Las Vegas Rotary 
Foundation board. Beyond Rotary, Tom serves on the boards of the UNLV Foundation, the Greater Good Council, 
Brigham Young University’s Leadership Council and Opportunity Village, where he has served for 35 years. Tom’s 
prior board service includes the Utah Shakespeare Festival, Southwest Gas and Switch Inc. Currently, Tom serves 
as a regional leader for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. In this role, Tom oversees the Church’s 
government relations, interfaith relations and humanitarian efforts in Southern Nevada. 

Away from the office, Tom cycles, skis powder, climbs mountains and travels to the far corners of the earth; 
climbing in Antarctica and the Himalaya was the subject of his talk to the club in 2017. He and his wife Leslie 
have five children, five grandchildren, and he calls Jerusalem his favorite city in the world. Ask Tom about his 
next expedition, or where his loyalties lie between Utah and BYU.



Social and Special Events

Weekly Showcase

Michael Cudiamat RN, HCS-D
ADMINISTRATOR

3100 W. Sahara Avenue
Suite 111
Las Vegas, NV 89102

Phone:  702-222-1714
Fax  702-222-1715

hospiceservicesnv@yahoo.com

Draw the Joker!Draw the Joker!
Win 1/2 the Raffle!Win 1/2 the Raffle!

CurrentCurrent
Raffle AmountRaffle Amount

$6,245.00$6,245.00

Rotary International - Grants Paid
If you've ever wondered just how much impact this club has had through the Las Vegas Rotary 
Foundation, the numbers tell a remarkable story.
Founded on April 3, 1998, the Foundation started as a small, member-funded effort supporting the 
club's service mission. By 2001, the earliest year with complete financial records, it held $425,925 in 
assets and had granted roughly $90,000 that year to community and Rotary International causes. It 
was a modest operation, running almost entirely on what came in each year.
Since then, the growth has been steady and, in recent years, striking. Looking back over the last 25 
years, the Foundation has received more than  $8.8 million  in total contributions and investment 
returns and has granted more than  $4.65 million  directly to programs: Santa Clothes, Breakfast 
with Books, the Salvation Army Food Drive, Junior Achievement, Green Our Planet, Spread the Word 
Nevada, our elementary school mini-grants, and countless other service projects.
The last few years show real acceleration. Grants paid out climbed from roughly $213,000 in 2022 
to $342,000 in 2024.  The last five years have averaged more than $275,000 per year in donations, a 
sustained step up in what the Foundation is able to give back to our community.
Where we stand today: the fiscal year that just closed (July 2025–June 2026) saw the Foundation's 
total assets reach approximately $4.5 million, with net assets growing to match. That's nearly an 
eleven-fold increase since 2001, a compound annual growth rate of close to 10% per year, sustained 
for a quarter century. Few investment portfolios manage that; fewer still do it while giving away a 
substantial share of what comes in, year after year.
Looking ahead, the trend line is encouraging. If the Foundation continues compounding at anything 
close to its historical rate, we could reasonably expect assets to approach $7 million within the 
next decade, with annual grants to programs likely climbing well past $500,000 in the years ahead, 
assuming member giving and market returns stay on pace.
None of this happens on its own. Every pledge, every dollar raised at a fundraiser adds another link 
in a chain that now stretches back 25 years. Thank you for being part of it, and here's to the next 25.
Yours in Rotary,

Pete Samuolis
President 2026-2027
Las Vegas Rotary Foundation

OctoberOctober
Community Economic Development Month

Thursdays	12:15 pm	 Weekly meeting, Lawry’s the Prime Rib 
		  Unless stated below, weekly meetings will be on Thursdays
10/01	 11:00 am 	 25-Club meeting before the general meeting
10/01	 12:15 pm	 Birthday Table
10/03	 pick a shift	 Speedway Charities Volunteer Event at NASCAR
10/04	 pick a shift	 Speedway Charities Volunteer Event at NASCAR
10/08	 5:30 pm	 Putting Tournament, Angel Park
10/10	 6:15 am	 One Drop for Water Volunteer Arrival
10/14	 7:30 am	 Green Our Planet
10/15	 12:15 pm	 Paul Harris Presentation
10/15	 1:35 pm	 Board of Directors meeting
10/17	 8:00 am	 Rotary Leadership Institute
10/24	 24 hours	 World Polio Day – Rotary International
10/24	 4:00 pm	 Beckley ES Fall Festival
10/24	 6:00 pm	 Halloween Party, a 25 Club Fundraiser
10/27	 7:30 am	 Breakfast/Snack Time with Books at Beckley ES
10/27	 6:00 pm	 Annual Past Presidents Meeting
10/29	 11:30 am	 Education Committee Meeting before general mtg.

Matthew J. Nelson
Email:  mnelson@jakrec.com

Phone: 702-405-3112



Rotarians in Action

Scribe Notes

SHKC

702-757-8700

Michelle Rizzo
Sales & Marketing Manager

4043 Howard Hughes Parkway
Las Vegas, NV 89169
(702)  893-4968 Direct
(702)  524-4140 Cellular
email: MRizzo@LawrysOnline.com
www.LawrysOnline.com

 

September 24, 2026 –President Greg opened the meeting at 12:15pm. Shawn Sennett gave the Invocation; 
Larry Cohn led us in song; and Larry Goldstein led the Pledge of Allegiance as Sergeant-at-Arms. President 
Greg spoke of his President’s message in the Wheel on Investing in Rotary’s Future. He thanked those covering the 
luncheon duties and introduced the President’s Table.  
Annee Nounna introduced a personal guest. There were five additional guests of the Club, four on their first visit 
and one, a future member whose induction is pending. 
President Greg drew attention to The Wheel’s Member Spotlight Peter Giacona to be inducted today; and the 
Rotary Across the Nation and Across the World spotlights on the Rotary Clubs of New Orleans, LA and of Bombay, 
India. The Weekly Showcase is on the LVRC Centennial Medallion for UNLV Students. This year’s winner, Allister 
Diaz, is now an LVRC member and leads the new LVRC Companion Club.
Announcements: Deb Howard announced the next RYLA retreat will be at Big Bear, December 4-6. Members 
have until October 15 to nominate participants. Solea Rea reported on the S.O.A.R. Awards ceremony on Monday; 
and reminded us of the Halloween Party on October 24 at Antoinette Monroe’s home. Larry Goldstein 
announced the club’s first participation in the Business Plan Competition for High School Students this year and 
called for interested members to join the organizing committee. PP Janice Lencke announced a District hosted 
Taste of Rotary Picnic on November 7 at the Mountain West Picnic Area. Erika Brandeberry reminded us of the 
Discover Rotary Membership Event on September 29. Susan Ziobro reminded us of the opportunity to volunteer 
for raffle ticket sales at the Nascar Race Event on October 3 and 4. PP Karen Whisenhunt again encouraged 
all members to complete the Rotary Youth Protection Program; and reminded us of the Golf Putting Tournament 
and BBQ on October 8. Antoinette Monroe reminded us of the next Highway Cleanup on October 17 at 9 am. 
President-Elect Mike Cudiamat warned that early registration for the RI Convention in Barcelona closes Sept 
30; and referred to the medical mission to the Philippines October 23-26, calling for donations for care packages. 
President Greg announced the Rotary Leadership Institute on October 17.
PP Janice Lencke led the Induction of new Member Peter Giacona, supported by the sponsor Steve Kwon 
and Larry Cohn and Andrew Thurow from the Membership Committee.
PP Russ Swain auctioned off two tickets to the Golden Knights game for Saturday. PP Caty Crockett won the 
bid at $400 with proceeds going to the canned food drive. 
Michael Williams won the raffle, but couldn’t find the Joker; and PP Russ Swain won the Lawry Bucks.
Our Speaker, Josh Pastner, Head Coach of the UNLV Running Rebels Men’s Basketball Team, gave an overview of 
his career in the sport and described the changes in collegiate sports brought about by the NIL player compensation 
system and the Transfer Portal. 
President Greg closed the meeting at 1:30pm. 

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

SOAR 2026

District Governor Dennis 
Franklin addresses SOAR 

Awards recipients SOAR Awards 2026

LVRC members attend SOAR Awards

Lieutenant Governor 
Stavros Anthony at 

SOAR awards

SOAR Recipients SOAR Recipient Attorney General



Photos

Welcome to the club Peter 
with President Greg

Krob's on vacation - Krob house in 
Mutejovice, Czech Republic

Shawn and President Greg, 
Invocation

Larry on Song along with 
President Greg

PP Mike introducing the guest 
speaker PE Mike and Larry SAndrew and guest

Lin and guest
President Greg with Head Coach Josh 

Pastner, UNLV Runnin Rebels

Steven pins new member Peter

Head table along with Head Coach Josh Pastner, UNLV Runnin Rebels

Congratulations new member Peter Michael W with guests

Elliott and RYE Student 
Justus attend Golden 

Nights Game Annee and guest

Gwen and Susuan attend 
Breakfast and Snack Time at 
Hollingsworth Elementary

PP RussSolea



The Rotary Club of Halifax
Perched on one of the world's largest natural harbors, 
Halifax is a city where the sea has shaped nearly every 
chapter of its history. Founded as a British naval outpost 
in 1749, it has long served as Canada's gateway to the 
Atlantic and played a vital role during both World Wars. 

The city also endured the Halifax Explosion of 
1917—the largest man-made explosion before 
the atomic age—which devastated much of 
the community but revealed the remarkable 
resilience of its people. Today, Halifax blends its 
maritime heritage with a thriving waterfront, 
historic landmarks, renowned universities, and a 
vibrant cultural scene.
The Rotary Club of Halifax, Rotary International 
Club No. 555, was chartered on April 1, 1913, and 
is part of District 7815. With approximately 140 

members, it was the first Rotary club in Atlantic Canada and has spent more than a century serving the 
Halifax community while helping expand Rotary throughout the Maritime Provinces.
One of the club's signature programs is Adventure in Citizenship, which gives Nova Scotia high school 
students the opportunity to experience Canada's parliamentary democracy firsthand in Ottawa. The club also 
supports youth leadership, literacy, affordable housing, food security, and mental health initiatives through its 
Charitable Foundation, which has awarded hundreds of thousands of dollars in grants to local organizations.
Internationally, the club has partnered on clean water projects in Ghana, supported the Aninga Project 
to expand educational opportunities for children in rural Ghana, and provided disaster relief through 
ShelterBox, delivering emergency shelter and essential supplies to families affected by conflict and natural 
disasters. Together, these efforts demonstrate that a Rotary club on Canada's Atlantic coast can make a 
meaningful difference both at home and around the world.
If you would like to visit the Rotary Club of Halifax, they meet every Thursday at 12:15 p.m. at the Waegwoltic 
Club in Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Rotary Club of Santa Fe
Founded in 1610, Santa Fe is the oldest capital city in the 
United States and a place unlike any other in the country. 
Nestled in the foothills of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, the 
city is renowned for its distinctive adobe architecture, vibrant 

arts community, and rich blend of Native American, 
Hispanic, and Anglo cultures. That appreciation for 
tradition and community is reflected in the Rotary Club 
of Santa Fe. Chartered in 1917, the club is number 839, 
part of District 5520, and has served northern New 
Mexico for more than a century. 

The club's signature event is the annual Pancakes on the 
Plaza, a Fourth of July tradition that has become one of 
Santa Fe's most beloved community celebrations. Since 

1974, Rotarians and hundreds of volunteers have served thousands of pancake breakfasts in the heart 
of the historic Plaza before the city's Independence Day festivities begin. More than a festive breakfast, 
the event is the club's principal fundraiser, generating hundreds of thousands of dollars over the years for 
scholarships, youth programs, local nonprofits, and community service projects throughout northern New 
Mexico. It has become a tradition that many families include in their Fourth of July celebrations year after 
year.

The Rotary Club of Santa Fe's impact extends well beyond New Mexico. For many years, members 
have partnered with Rotary clubs in Mexico on projects that improve access to clean water, sanitation, 
education, and healthcare in underserved communities. The club has also supported the construction of 
school facilities, provided medical equipment through Rotary Foundation global grants, and contributed to 
humanitarian relief efforts following natural disasters in Mexico and Central America.

If you would like to visit the Rotary Club of Santa Fe, they meet every Thursday at 12:15 p.m. at La Fonda 
on the Plaza. 

Patrick Ballinger
Director of Development and Marketing

Phone: 702-968-8115    Cell: 702-290-3900
Email:  Patrick.Ballinger@scouting.org

www. scoutinglvac.org



AVAILABLE

RYAN
HAMILTON

Celebrity Cars
Las Vegas
7770 Dean Martin Dr 301
Las Vegas, NV 89139

celebritycars.com

Main: 702.818.1031
sales | consignment | leasing | financing

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

Where Rotary Clubs Meet
Southern Nevada, 
District 5300

1. Las Vegas Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Lawry's The Prime Rib 
	 •	When: Thursdays @ 12:00–1:30 PM 

2. Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Lawry's The Prime Rib 
	 •	When: Mondays @ 12:15–1:30 PM 

3. Downtown Las Vegas Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Omelet House 
	 •	When: 1st–3rd Tuesdays @ 7:30 AM 

4. Las Vegas WON Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Fogo de Chão Brazilian Steakhouse 
	 •	When: 1st & 3rd Fridays @ 5:00 PM; 
		  2nd Friday @ 12:00 PM 

5. Las Vegas Summerlin Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Red Rock Country Club 
	 •	When: 1st & 3rd Tuesdays @ 7:00 AM 

6. Las Vegas Red Rock Rotary Club
	 •	Where: PKWY Tavern (varies) 
	 •	When: Tuesdays @ ~6:30 PM 

7. Las Vegas After Hours Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Varies 
	 •	When: 1st, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ 6:00 PM 

8. North Las Vegas Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Gold Mine Tavern (may vary) 
	 •	When: Fridays @ 7:15 AM 

9. Henderson Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Varies 
	 •	When: Tuesdays @ 12:00 PM 

10. Henderson After Hours Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Grape Street Cafe & Wine Bar (varies) 
	 •	When: 2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ 6:00 PM 

11. Green Valley Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Wildhorse Golf Club 
	 •	When: Rotating Thursdays (AM & PM) 

12. Boulder City Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Boulder City (varies) 
	 •	When: Tuesdays (midday) 

13. Boulder City Sunrise Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Boulder Creek Golf Course 
	 •	When: Thursdays (morning)

14. Pahrump Valley Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Artesian Cellars Winery (plus rotating) 
	 •	When: Midday + 4th Tuesday @ 6:00 PM 

15. Mesquite Rotary Club
	 •	Where: 150 N Yucca St, Suite 26, Mesquite, NV 
	 •	When: Wednesdays @ 5:30 PM 

16. Moapa Valley
	 •	Where: University of Nevada Extension
		  1897 North Moapa Valley Blvd Building B
		  Logandale, NV 89021 
	 •	When: Wednesday, 07:00 AM - 08:00 AM

Outside of Our District 
(but in Southern Nevada)

17. Laughlin–Bullhead Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Aquarius Casino Resort 
	 •	When: Wednesdays @ 12:00 PM 
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