
Upcoming Speakers

THE LAS VEGAS ROTARY CLUB’S MISSION:
Teaching Youth to Succeed through Literacy, Education & Life Skills Development

October 15, 2026

10/22	 Nevada Partnership for Homeless Youth

10/29	 Senator Catherine Cortez Masto, Nevada Senator

11/05	 BG Andrew Kiser, NTC Mission & Update 

11/12	 International Service – Rotarian Panel

11/19	 Dark – Due to Formula One

11/25	 Steve Yeager, Speaker of the Nevada Legislature

12/3	 Dark – Holiday Party

12/10	 Art Zargaryan, Las Vegas Land Development

12/17	 Michael Kiefer, Director, Department of Veterans Affairs, Southern Nevada

Our Club’s
Accomplishments

Good People, Doing Good Things, 
for People in Need.

n	 09/29, Six Rotarians volunteered for 
Breakfast/Snack time w/books at Beckley 
ES serving 83 children and 49 parents, 
dispensing 100 books.

n		 09/29, Discover Rotary Membership event 
was held with 11 members and 14 guests.

n	 10/01, Club was awarded an $8,006 District 
Grant, benefiting Nevada Partnership for 
Homeless Youth, supporting hands-on 
projects for our members to assist at-risk 
youth in our community.

n	 10/03 and 10/04, over two days, members 
volunteered to support “Speedway 
Charities" raising thousands for our Santa 
Clothes community partner.

n	 10/08, The Putting Tournament raised 
$6,000 for the RYE program. With 93 
registered guests, 36 sponsors/donations, 
raffle sales and a beautiful night, fun was 
had by all, especially the kids.

n	 10/10, Members volunteered during the 
One Drop for Water 10th annual Walk at the 
Springs Preserve.

Check it out! 
Are you interested in Las Vegas Rotary 

leadership? The Past Presidents will meet 
October 27th to discuss the future leadership 

of our club with elections to follow in 
November. Who is ready to be part of the 

Las Vegas Rotary Club’s future?

WHAT IS ROTARY?
2026 - 2027

Rotary International President
Olayinka Hakeem Babalola

Rotary Club of Trans Amadi, Nigeria

District 5300 Governor 
Dennis Franklin 

Rotary Club of Glendora

Rotary is an organization of business and professional 
leaders who work to address critical issues like 

promoting peace, fighting disease, providing clean water, 
supporting education, and growing local economies.

Rotary Clubs around the world foster fellowship, 
encourage high ethical standards, and work to advance 

goodwill and peace.

KENNETH G. WINANS 
FOUNDER, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER AND 

CHIEF INVESTMENT OFFICER OF WINANS INVESTMENTS
Kenneth G. Winans is the Founder, Chief Executive Officer, and Chief 
Investment Officer of Winans Investments, an independent investment 
management firm serving clients nationwide. A respected investment 
strategist, financial historian, author, and community leader, he has spent 
more than three decades helping individuals, families, and organizations 
build and preserve wealth through disciplined, research-driven investment 
management.

Often describing himself as "a historian who manages money," Ken has 
developed proprietary historical research that has guided investment 

strategies and long-term financial forecasts since 1991. Winans Investments is a Morningstar® top-
rated investment management firm, and in 2019 the International Association of Top Professionals 
recognized Ken as Top Money Manager of the Decade.

Ken is also the author of several award-winning books on investing and financial history. His research has 
been featured in Forbes, where he has written as a contributing author, and he hosts the acclaimed Las 
Vegas financial radio show and podcast, Winning With Winans, sharing practical insights on investing, 
economics, and financial history.

Beyond his professional career, Ken is deeply committed to education and community service. He serves 
on the UNLV Lee Business School Advisory Board, the Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce Financial 
Services Committee, and supports numerous nonprofit organizations through The Winans Foundation 
of Nevada. He is also leading efforts to establish a permanent aerospace museum in Las Vegas, using 
one of the nation's largest private collections of space exploration artifacts to inspire future generations 
through STEM education.
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Member Spotlight
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rgamero@opto22.com
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Small Business 
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Where Can We Create the Greatest Impact?
Rotary has seven Areas of Focus that help guide the work Rotarians do around the world: 
promoting peace; fighting disease; providing clean water, sanitation and hygiene; saving 
mothers and children; supporting education; growing local economies; and protecting the 
environment.
As I look at everything the Las Vegas Rotary Club already does, I also find myself asking a 
different question:
Where can we do more?
Our Club has tremendous resources, not simply financially, but in the experience, professional 
expertise, relationships, and energy of our members. We have more than a century of history 

in Las Vegas and a membership capable of tackling significant challenges. Perhaps there is an environmental project 
in Southern Nevada where Rotary could make a measurable difference. Maybe there is an opportunity involving clean 
water, education, maternal and child health, economic development, disease prevention, or peace building that we 
haven't considered.
Some of the best ideas for Rotary service don't originate in a board meeting. They come from a member who sees a 
need and says, “We could do something about that.”
So that is my challenge to you this week.
Take a look at Rotary's Areas of Focus and think about our community. Where is there a need that matches 
what we do well? Where could our members, our Foundation, our community partners, and perhaps 
a Rotary grant create meaningful and sustainable impact?
Then bring us your idea.
We don't need to do everything. But we should always be asking whether there is something more we can do, and 
where the Las Vegas Rotary Club is uniquely positioned to make a difference.
What should our next great service project be?

Greg Maguire
President, Las Vegas Rotary Club 2026–2027

Mike Ballard

October Rotarian Birthdays
Peter Giacona............................ 10/1	
Elliott Harris............................... 10/3	
Brock Fraser............................. 10/13	

Markus Bohi............................. 10/13	
John Richard Awguagbaka.... 10/14	
Shawn Noorda........................ 10/16	

Solèa Rae.................................. 10/22	
Richie Barrera.......................... 10/24	
Jorina King............................... 10/26

Mike Ballard’s Southern Nevada roots run deep. Born at Nellis Air Force Base, he attended local 
schools and graduated from Brigham Young University. He founded Ballard Communications, 
once Nevada’s largest public relations firm. He hired Sarah Thornton, now one of our Public 
Image Directors, right out of UNLV.

Today, Mike is cofounder and CEO of Camino Verde Group, which invests in, develops and 
manages multifamily and mixed use real estate in Nevada, Utah and other states. He helped 
build Ascent Multifamily Accounting, ranked No. 374 on the 2020 Inc. 5000, and helped start 
two banks. He was a founding board member of UNLV’s Lied Institute for Real Estate Studies 
and Vegas Valley Angels.

Mike joined our club in 1995 and served as its 99th President in 2021 to 2022 under the theme “Service is the medicine 
for the soul.” With Rob Pistone, he revived the Sole Power Awards, providing shoes and socks to children in need. He 
expanded our elementary school support to Dearing and McCall, two schools he attended.

He has sponsored many members, including Sarah Thornton, David Jones and Hank Huang, and is a multiple Paul 
Harris Fellow and Tiberti Builder of the Las Vegas Rotary Foundation. A Foundation trustee since 2023, Mike now serves 
as Secretary of the Board of Trustees and leads a new donor engagement and community impact effort celebrating 
members whose generosity sustains its work.

Beyond Rotary, Mike serves on Tuacahn’s advisory board in Southern Utah. He and his wife, Robin, have four adult 
children. He is grateful for his years as his children’s coach and his two sons’ scoutmaster.

He also speaks Italian. Ask him about real estate and financing trends, or try out your Italian.



Social and Special Events

Weekly Showcase

Michael Cudiamat RN, HCS-D
ADMINISTRATOR

3100 W. Sahara Avenue
Suite 111
Las Vegas, NV 89102

Phone:  702-222-1714
Fax  702-222-1715

hospiceservicesnv@yahoo.com

Draw the Joker!Draw the Joker!
Win 1/2 the Raffle!Win 1/2 the Raffle!

CurrentCurrent
Raffle AmountRaffle Amount

$6,585.00$6,585.00

2027 Rotary Friendship Exchange - Southern India
District 2981 has invited District 5300 Rotarians to a Friendship Exchange in Puducherry and Tamil 
Nadu, January 7-17, 2027. The team arrives in Chennai on January 7 and departs on January 18.

This is home hospitality with fellow Rotarians, not a packaged tour. Participants stay in Rotarian 
homes, share meals, sit in club meetings, talk service, and see Pondicherry’s French colonial streets, 
the Tamil Nadu coast, temples, churches, spiritual centers, historic towns, and UNESCO World Heritage 
sites with hosts who live there.

Last January, seven Rotarians from Las Vegas and Glendora lived with families in District 3040. That 
week included garland welcomes, India festival celebrations, home-cooked meals, late conversations, 
and friendships that outlasted the flight home. 2027 is a different district and a different part of India. 
The point of the exchange is the same.

The District 5300 team is limited to eight people, first come, first served. There is no application 
deadline. Travel is at each participant’s own expense. Hosts provide lodging and home hospitality; 
guests cover airfare and personal costs.

Las Vegas Rotary members who want a seat should contact Randall Brody. District enrollment 
continues through PDG Rampur Viswanath, District Friendship Exchange Chair. 

Contact Randall Brody at randall.brody@taxsamaritan.com or 702-417-1538.

OctoberOctober
Community Economic Development Month

Thursdays	12:15 pm	 Weekly meeting, Lawry’s the Prime Rib 
		  Unless stated below, weekly meetings will be on Thursdays

10/17	 08:00 am	 Rotary Leadership Institute
10/17	 09:00 am	 Highway Cleanup & Brunch
10/23	 04:00 pm	 Beckley ES Fall Festival
10/23	 05:00 pm	 Bracken ES Fall Festival
10/24	 24 hours	 World Polio Day – Rotary International
10/24	 06:00 pm	 Halloween Party, Canned Food Drive Fundraiser
10/27	 07:30 am	 Breakfast/Snack Time with Books at Beckley ES
10/27	 06:00 pm	 Past Presidents Annual Meeting
10/29	 11:30 am	 Education Committee Meeting before general mtg.

Matthew J. Nelson
Email:  mnelson@jakrec.com

Phone: 702-405-3112



Rotarians in Action

Scribe Notes

SHKC

702-757-8700

Michelle Rizzo
Sales & Marketing Manager

4043 Howard Hughes Parkway
Las Vegas, NV 89169
(702)  893-4968 Direct
(702)  524-4140 Cellular
email: MRizzo@LawrysOnline.com
www.LawrysOnline.com

 

October 8, 2026. President Greg Maguire opened the meeting at 12:15 p.m., Stu Lipoff gave the 
invocation, Shawn Sennett led the song, and David Jones led the Pledge of Allegiance.

There were no visiting Rotarians. Guests of the Club included Michael Chirino and Armando Francisco. Gwen 
Hall welcomed educators from our partner elementary schools, including Stanica Sretenovic, principal of Walter 
Bracken STEAM Academy, and Jordan Pierce, also of Walter Bracken.

Announcements: Jim Kohl and Carey Grohs kicked off the 31st annual Santa Clothes program. Backpack 
stuffing will take place November 21 at 9 a.m. at the Boy Scouts facility. Matching support from Chris 
Rodenfels was announced, along with contributions of $5,000 each from Howard & Howard, and Carey 
Grohs. They also recognized support for Santa Clothes from Speedway Children’s Charities through members’ 
volunteer work selling raffle tickets.

Solea Rae promoted the October 24 Halloween Party and the canned food drive competition with Kiwanis. 
President Greg Maguire kicked off the drive with a $1,000 contribution. Antoinette Monroe reminded 
members of the October 17 highway cleanup. President Elect Michael Cudiamat announced that he would 
leave the following week for a medical mission to the Philippines.

Andrew Thurlow announced New Member Orientation on November 4, with details to follow. PP Karen 
Whisenhunt reminded members of that evening’s Golf Putting Tournament and BBQ at Angel Park. The 
November 7 District Rotary in the Park Picnic was also highlighted. Liz Rothwell provided an update on the 
Ireland trip and announced the December 3 Holiday Party at the Marriott, from 6 to 10 p.m.

PP Tom Krob announced the November 14 Cigar Social at PP Jim Hunt’s home. The event will include a 
potluck and raffle, with members asked to bring three cigars. Deb Howard reminded members of RYLA, 
December 4 through 6. Randall Brody discussed the Friendship Exchange to India. Larry Goldstein 
requested volunteers to help organize the Business Plan Competition for High School Students.

President Greg Maguire encouraged participation in Rotary Leadership Training, announced a November 9 
VIP tour of Ainsworth Gaming, and reported an $8,006 district grant to Nevada Partnership for Homeless Youth 
and our pending joint project. He also welcomed back PP Steve Casey.

Eric Schimmoeller did not win the raffle jackpot. Solea Rae won the Lawry’s Bucks.

Solea Rae introduced guest speaker Mauricia Baca, State Director of The Nature Conservancy in Nevada.

President Greg Maguire adjourned the meeting at 1:30 p.m.
Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by

investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

Look what I won

Gamero twins Leia and TroyRyan and Blake
Youth Exchange Student Rafa, 

Carey and Chuck

Paul and Grand Babies



Photos

Eric does not get the joker

Steve and Linda

President Greg and 
Speaker Mauricia Baca Harrison and guest Raffle Table1 PP Jim Santa Clothes time

Head table.

Golf Table Winner of the Table challenge

Gwen and the teacher

Solea gets the Lawry BucksRuss Alera Group

Greet the Teachers After Hours Rotary ClubRYE Sophia Solea and Team

Golf Marshals Harrison And GavinRegistration
Raffle Sales Teagan and 

Melanie  

RYE Students Justus, Sophia and Youth 
Exchange Rafa



Rotary Club Wien
Vienna, Austria's capital, sits on the Danube River and 
was once the seat of the Habsburg Empire. It is famous 
as a city of music, where Mozart, Beethoven and Johann 
Strauss all lived and composed. Its grand coffeehouses 
are so central to local life that UNESCO recognizes 

Viennese coffeehouse culture as part of the 
world's cultural heritage. The Rotary Club Wien, 
the Rotary Club of Vienna, was founded in 1925 
with the help of the Rotary Club of Doncaster, 
England. It was the first Rotary club in Austria 
and went on to help start many of the country's 
other clubs. With more than 120 members, it is 
the largest Rotary club in Austria and is part of 
District 1910, which covers Austria and Bosnia 
and Herzegovina.
At home, the club runs a "Spontanhilfe," or 

emergency aid fund. It works with the Vienna Red Cross to give about €10,000 a year to people in urgent 
need before other help can reach them. Its newest project pays for music therapy for children and teens 
recovering from trauma, a treatment Austria's health insurance does not cover. 
The club's international work focuses on neighboring Bosnia and Herzegovina, which is still rebuilding after 
the war of the 1990s. After a similar project around Tuzla, the club led a $123,555 Global Grant to stock the 
libraries of 60 elementary schools in the Zenica region. Before the project, teachers often read aloud from the 
only copy of a book. Now, children can read on their own and take books home. Over three years, the project 
funded about 14,000 books, trained 220 teachers and reached 30,000 students. 
If you would like to visit, the Rotary Club Wien meets at the Ritz-Carlton Vienna, Schubertring 5–7, on the 
city's famous Ringstrasse.

Rotary Club of Kansas City
Kansas City, Missouri, known as the City of Fountains, boasts more 
than 200 fountains across the metropolitan area. Two American 
icons, Walt Disney and jazz musician Charlie Parker, also called the 

Kansas City area home. The Rotary Club of Kansas 
City began on May 16, 1910, when 57 local leaders 
gathered to establish what became the thirteenth 
Rotary club. Known as Club 13, it has since built one 
of its longest commitments around a place where 
children can experience summer camp. 

The Kansas City Rotary Youth Camp held its first 
session in 1925. Three years later, Robert and Clara 
Gees placed its land in a trust for the club’s use in 
serving young people. Today, Club 13 helps maintain 
the 40-acre camp, which nonprofit groups use free 
of charge. Its accessible pool, paved trail and cabins 
help children with disabilities and children facing 
other barriers enjoy camp. More than 300,000 
campers have attended since it opened.

The club also supports Geeks for Kids, which builds customized electric ride-on cars for children with movement 
limitations. Club volunteers have helped deliver the cars and prepare for the day children and their families 
receive them. 

Club 13’s international work includes a long-running Shoes for Orphan Souls campaign. Its International 
Committee collected 1,009 pairs of shoes and 516 pairs of socks for the 2022 campaign; the following year’s 
shipments were destined for Guatemala and the Dominican Republic. Club volunteers also sort and pack medical 
supplies with Project C.U.R.E. for hospitals and clinics overseas.

The Kansas City club meets Thursdays at noon at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in downtown Kansas City, with a social 
hour on the fourth Thursday. Visitors should check its current calendar before attending.Patrick Ballinger

Director of Development and Marketing
Phone: 702-968-8115    Cell: 702-290-3900

Email:  Patrick.Ballinger@scouting.org
www. scoutinglvac.org



RYAN
HAMILTON

Celebrity Cars
Las Vegas
7770 Dean Martin Dr 301
Las Vegas, NV 89139

celebritycars.com

Main: 702.818.1031
sales | consignment | leasing | financing

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

Where Rotary Clubs Meet
Southern Nevada, 
District 5300

1. Las Vegas Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Lawry's The Prime Rib 
	 •	When: Thursdays @ 12:00–1:30 PM 

2. Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Lawry's The Prime Rib 
	 •	When: Mondays @ 12:15–1:30 PM 

3. Downtown Las Vegas Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Omelet House 
	 •	When: 1st–3rd Tuesdays @ 7:30 AM 

4. Las Vegas WON Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Fogo de Chão Brazilian Steakhouse 
	 •	When: 1st & 3rd Fridays @ 5:00 PM; 
		  2nd Friday @ 12:00 PM 

5. Las Vegas Summerlin Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Red Rock Country Club 
	 •	When: 1st & 3rd Tuesdays @ 7:00 AM 

6. Las Vegas Red Rock Rotary Club
	 •	Where: PKWY Tavern (varies) 
	 •	When: Tuesdays @ ~6:30 PM 

7. Las Vegas After Hours Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Varies 
	 •	When: 1st, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ 6:00 PM 

8. North Las Vegas Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Gold Mine Tavern (may vary) 
	 •	When: Fridays @ 7:15 AM 

9. Henderson Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Varies 
	 •	When: Tuesdays @ 12:00 PM 

10. Henderson After Hours Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Grape Street Cafe & Wine Bar (varies) 
	 •	When: 2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ 6:00 PM 

11. Green Valley Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Wildhorse Golf Club 
	 •	When: Rotating Thursdays (AM & PM) 

12. Boulder City Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Boulder City (varies) 
	 •	When: Tuesdays (midday) 

13. Boulder City Sunrise Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Boulder Creek Golf Course 
	 •	When: Thursdays (morning)

14. Pahrump Valley Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Artesian Cellars Winery (plus rotating) 
	 •	When: Midday + 4th Tuesday @ 6:00 PM 

15. Mesquite Rotary Club
	 •	Where: 150 N Yucca St, Suite 26, Mesquite, NV 
	 •	When: Wednesdays @ 5:30 PM 

16. Moapa Valley
	 •	Where: University of Nevada Extension
		  1897 North Moapa Valley Blvd Building B
		  Logandale, NV 89021 
	 •	When: Wednesday, 07:00 AM - 08:00 AM

Outside of Our District 
(but in Southern Nevada)

17. Laughlin–Bullhead Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Aquarius Casino Resort 
	 •	When: Wednesdays @ 12:00 PM 
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