
Upcoming Speakers

THE LAS VEGAS ROTARY CLUB’S MISSION:
Teaching Youth to Succeed through Literacy, Education & Life Skills Development

November 5, 2026

11/12	 International Service – Rotarian Panel, PE Mike Cudiamat, 
		  Dr. Michael Williams, PDG Dr. Rampur Viswanath and PP Karen Whisenhunt.

11/19	 Dark – Due to Formula One

11/25	 Steve Yeager, Speaker of the Nevada Legislature

12/3	 Dark – Holiday Party

12/10	 Art Zargaryan, Las Vegas Land Development

12/1	 Michael Kiefer, Director, Department of Veterans Affairs, Southern Nevada

Our Club’s
Accomplishments

Good People, Doing Good Things, 
for People in Need.

n	 10/23, Our 6 Elementary schools held 
Fall Festivals and funded Halloween 
candy for 3,056 students. We saw a 
great turnout at Hollingsworth.

n	 10/24, 70 guests and 12 children 
attended the Halloween Fundraiser 
for the Canned Food Drive. $2,500 
was raised for the Salvation Army 
Food Pantry.

n	 10/27, 4 members volunteered for 
Breakfast/Snack Time with Books 
at Beckley ES with 64 children and 
33 adults, and everyone went home 
with a book!

n	 10/27, the Past Presidents gathered 
for the annual strategy meeting.

n	 10/29, JP Penny’s presented the club 
with a check for $7,413 for Santa 
Clothes.

Check it out! 
Around this time each year, the Past 

Presidents meet to select a slate of candidates 
for the Club’s Board of Directors for the 

next two Rotary years. Members will have 
the opportunity to vote for four new Board 
members. Best of luck to all the candidates!

WHAT IS ROTARY?
2026 - 2027

Rotary International President
Olayinka Hakeem Babalola

Rotary Club of Trans Amadi, Nigeria

District 5300 Governor 
Dennis Franklin 

Rotary Club of Glendora

Rotary is an organization of business and professional 
leaders who work to address critical issues like 

promoting peace, fighting disease, providing clean water, 
supporting education, and growing local economies.

Rotary Clubs around the world foster fellowship, 
encourage high ethical standards, and work to advance 

goodwill and peace.

GUEST SPEAKER
BRIGADIER GENERAL KISER

Brigadier General Kiser's most recent assignment is the Deputy 
Commander of Operations and Support for the 82nd Airborne Division 
at Fort Bragg, NC where he deployed in support of Operation Epic Fury. 

BG Kiser previously served in several command and leader positions 
from platoon leader through brigade commander in the 82nd Airborne 
Division, 1st Cavalry Division, 1st Armor Division, 1st Infantry Division, 
3rd Security Force Assistant Brigade, and the 4th Infantry Division. He 
has also served as an OTC on the Tarantula team and as the XO to the 
FORSCOM CDR. 

BG Kiser is a native of Warren, Pennsylvania and commissioned as an 
Infantry officer after graduating from Valley Forge Military College and 

Pennsylvania State University in 1999 with a degree in Criminal Justice. He holds two master's degrees 
from the School of Advanced Military Studies and the Army War College. 

BG Kiser has deployed numerous times for a total of 60 months with operational experience in Afghanistan, 
Iraq, Kuwait, and United Arab Emirates. Previous Command positions include D Company, 2nd Battalion, 
7th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Calvary Division; 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division; 1st Battalion, 
3rd Security Force Assistance Brigade; and 2nd Stryker Brigade, 4th Infantry Division. 

BG Kiser's awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit (2OLC, Purple Heart, Bronze Star Medal 
(7 OLC), Meritorious Service Medal (6 OLC), Joint Commendation Medal, Army Commendation Medal 
(2 OLC), Army Achievement Medal (SLC), Operation Inherent Resolve with 1 Campaign Star, National 
Defense Service Medal (2nd Award), Afghan Campaign Medal with 1 Campaign Star, Iraq Campaign Medal 
with 3 Campaign Stars, Global War on Terrorism Service and Expeditionary Medals, Military Outstanding 
Volunteer Service Medal, the NATO Medal, Ranger Tab, Combat Infantryman Badge, Expert Infantryman 
Badge, Army Senior Parachutist Badge, Air Assault Badge, Ecuadorian Jump Wings, and the German Armed 
Forces Proficiency Badge (Gold). 

Most Importantly, BG Kiser is married (25 years) with two children.
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Rene Gamero
Industrial Automation 
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Rosalee Hedrick  
Vice President
Business Development Officer
Small Business 

O 702.706.9050   C 702.499.3656
A division of Zions Bancorporation, N.A. Member FDIC

Honoring Service
Our November 5 meeting gives us a special opportunity to recognize service in several 
important forms.
We will present our quarterly Wetzel Awards, honoring outstanding Airmen from Nellis 
and Creech Air Force Bases. These young men and women represent the professionalism, 
dedication, and commitment to service that help keep our nation secure. Recognizing them 
is one of our club’s proudest traditions, and I hope each of us takes a moment to personally 
thank them and their families.
We are also honored to welcome Brigadier General Andrew Kiser, who will provide an 
update on the mission of the National Training Center at Fort Irwin.

The National Training Center plays a vital role in preparing our Army for the challenges it may face anywhere in the 
world. Its demanding training environment allows soldiers and leaders to test their skills, strengthen their units, learn 
from their mistakes, and prepare for the realities of modern combat before they are called upon to defend our nation.
With Veterans Day approaching, this meeting also reminds us of the generations of Americans who have worn our 
nation’s uniform. Whether they served in times of peace or conflict, at home or overseas, every veteran made a 
commitment to place duty and country ahead of self. Their service, and the sacrifices made by their families deserve 
more than our appreciation on a single day. It deserves our respect throughout the year.
As Rotarians, we understand the meaning of “Service Above Self.” While military service and Rotary service are very 
different commitments, both begin with the same fundamental idea: that we have a responsibility to contribute to 
something greater than ourselves.
Please join me in welcoming Brigadier General Kiser, congratulating our Wetzel Award recipients, and thanking all 
veterans and active-duty service members in attendance.
And with the annual rivalry game approaching, it is never too early to say, Go Navy! Beat Army!

Greg Maguire
President, Las Vegas Rotary Club 2026–2027

Janice Lencke - Director of Sales, JW Marriott Las Vegas Resort & Spa

November Rotarian Birthdays
Shawn Sennett.......................... 11/9	
Nareg Aghjayan...................... 11/11	
Russell A. Swain...................... 11/12	
Thomas A. Thomas................. 11/13	

Larry Goldstein........................ 11/15	
Linda Peterson......................... 11/17	
Antoinette Monroe................. 11/18	
Christina Bishop...................... 11/18	

Anil Melnick............................. 11/28	
Henry Huang........................... 11/30

Janice Lencke has spent more than three decades creating events people remember. She 
began as a hotel Director of Catering for Hyatt and Sheraton properties in New York, 
Philadelphia and New Jersey, managing corporate functions, galas and weddings for 500 
to more than 1,000 guests. A highlight from those years was coordinating a special event 
after a Three Tenors performance at Giants Stadium, hosting more than 1,500 guests.

In 2005 Janice moved to Las Vegas as Director of Catering at the Renaissance Las 
Vegas Hotel. Over nearly eight years there, she served as a primary contact for citywide 
conventions such as CES and NAB, created a monthly Chef's Table, and for ten consecutive 
years produced a Holiday Tree Fundraising Auction for the Boys & Girls Club.

She then spent thirteen years in destination management, first as Director of Sales for CLI Groups and, after 
its acquisition, as Director of Business Development for Access DMC, designing custom event experiences for 
conference and convention groups of 400 to 3,500 attendees. In September 2026 she joined the JW Marriott 
Las Vegas Resort & Spa in Summerlin as Director of Sales.

Janice joined the Las Vegas Rotary Club in 2011. She has served on the Board and the Foundation Board, 
chaired the Membership Committee, planned many of the club's fundraising and service events, and led the 
club as President for the 2025–26 year.

Outside of work, Janice is passionate about animal rescue and shares her home with several dogs. Each week 
she volunteers with hospice, offering comfort and companionship to elderly patients. She also refinishes 
antique furniture, which she displays at Antique Mall of America.



Social and Special Events

Weekly Showcase

Michael Cudiamat RN, HCS-D
ADMINISTRATOR

3100 W. Sahara Avenue
Suite 111
Las Vegas, NV 89102

Phone:  702-222-1714
Fax  702-222-1715

hospiceservicesnv@yahoo.com

Draw the Joker!Draw the Joker!
Win 1/2 the Raffle!Win 1/2 the Raffle!

CurrentCurrent
Raffle AmountRaffle Amount

$500.00$500.00

Investing in Our Future: The Rotary Club of Las Vegas Education Committee
Education has long been at the heart of the Rotary Club of Las Vegas's commitment to serving our community. Through 
its Education Committee, the Club builds meaningful partnerships with local elementary schools, providing financial 
resources, volunteers and hands-on opportunities that help students learn, grow and believe in themselves.

Led by Gwen Hall and Tina Bishop, the Education Committee brings together Rotarians passionate about youth 
development, literacy and educational opportunities. The Committee works with six local elementary schools: Will 
Beckley, Walter Bracken, Long, Hollingsworth, Laura Dearing and Quannah McCall Elementary 
Schools. Each partnership reflects the unique needs of its students and educators.

The goal is simple but significant: to make a lasting difference in the lives of children.

A Partnership That Makes a Difference
The Club supports these schools in many ways. Each receives a mini grant to address its individual needs. Sometimes that 
means funding a science laboratory, providing books or purchasing shoes for a child. Other times, it means supporting a 
musical production, introducing students to career opportunities or simply sitting down to read a book together.

Beyond financial assistance, Rotarians give their time, share their experiences and participate in school activities 
and volunteer projects. Whether helping at a fall festival, supporting literacy or participating in Career Day, members 
demonstrate the value of community service through personal involvement.

Under the leadership of Gwen Hall and Tina Bishop, the Education Committee continues to strengthen these relationships 
by listening to educators, identifying needs and finding opportunities for Rotarians to contribute. Together, these efforts 
create a partnership built on financial support, personal involvement and a shared commitment to student success.

For the Rotary Club of Las Vegas, supporting education is about more than helping schools today. It is about helping 
students discover their abilities, encouraging them to dream about their futures and giving them the confidence and 
tools to achieve those dreams.

Through education, service and partnership, Las Vegas Rotary is investing in the next generation, one 
student, one classroom and one school at a time.

NovemberNovember
Rotary Foundation Month

Thursdays	 12:15 pm	 Weekly meeting, Lawry’s the Prime Rib 
		  Unless stated below, weekly meetings will be on Thursdays
11/06	 4:00 pm	 Will Beckley ES Harvest Festival
11/07	 11:00 am	 Rotary Party in the Park, District 5300 event
11/09	 2:00 pm	 VIP Corporate Tour – Ainsworth Game Technology
11/10	 4:00 pm	 Ronald McDonald House – Cook Meals
11/12	 12:15 pm	 Paul Harris Foundation Presentation
11/12	 1:30 pm	 Board of Directors meeting 
11/14	 6:00 pm	 Cigar Fellowship
11/19	 DARK	 Formula 1 Race Week 
11/21	 9:00 am	 Santa Clothes Backpack Stuffing
11/24	 07:30 am	 Breakfast/Snack time with Books at Beckley ES
11/25-Wed	 11:30 am	 Education Committee Meeting before general mtg. 
11/25-Wed	 12:00 pm	 Annual Kiwanis/Rotary Meeting, Lawry’s the Prime Rib
		  Rotary/Kiwanis Canned Food Drive
11/26-Thurs	 24 hours	 Happy Thanksgiving

Matthew J. Nelson
Email:  mnelson@jakrec.com

Phone: 702-405-3112



Rotarians in Action

Scribe Notes

SHKC

702-757-8700

Michelle Rizzo
Sales & Marketing Manager

4043 Howard Hughes Parkway
Las Vegas, NV 89169
(702)  893-4968 Direct
(702)  524-4140 Cellular
email: MRizzo@LawrysOnline.com
www.LawrysOnline.com

 

October 29, 2026 – President Greg opened the meeting at 12:15 p.m. PP Tom Thomas gave the 
Invocation; Larry Cohn led us in song; and PP Karen Whisenhunt led the Pledge of Allegiance as Sergeant-
at-Arms. President Greg thanked those assisting with luncheon duties and introduced the head table.
The club welcomed two visiting Rotarians, three guests of Rotarians, two guests of the club, seven companion 
club members from Change Makers, and three from our newly approved companion club, Solara at Stallion 
Mountain. Tina Bishop introduced our newest companion club, Solara at Stallion Mountain, and shared 
details about its initial project. She also announced 18 new members and provided an update on their activities. 
Members are encouraged to visit the Solara booth at Rotary Party in the Park on 11/07.
President Greg highlighted the President’s Message in The Wheel, focusing on the difference between being 
a member of Rotary and being a Rotarian. The Weekly Showcase featured the Rotary Clubs of Carpinteria, CA, 
and Kathmandu, Nepal, along with our club’s Century of Service legacy. The Member Spotlight recognized 
Marquis Sampey, who was inducted today.
Announcements: President Greg reminded members about next week’s Wetzel Awards ceremony 
featuring Gen. Kiser (USAR), New Member Orientation on 11/05, Rotary Party in the Park on 11/07, the VIP 
Tour at Ainsworth Technology on 11/09, and the 34th Cigar Social on 11/14. He also announced an opportunity 
to assemble “Sunshine Kits” on 12/05 as part of our $8,006 grant to Nevada Partnership for Homeless Youth. 
Education initiatives include the Fall Festival at Beckley Elementary on 11/06 and Career Day at Hollingsworth 
Elementary on 11/04. Contact Stu Lipoff to volunteer. Event details and signups are in ClubRunner.
PP Jim Kohl accepted a $7,413 check from JCPenney on behalf of the club. He announced the Santa Clothes 
Backpack Stuffing Event on 11/21 at the BSA Council Center and the main Santa Clothes event on 12/03. 
Volunteers are needed for Field Day, with Skechers generously providing shoes this year!
PP Janice Lencke, supported by Andrew Thurlow and Larry Cohn, introduced Marquis Sampey 
following his induction as our newest club member.
PP Jim Hunt won the pot, splitting just over $7,000 with the club. Sarita Edwards, guest of Linda Peterson, 
won the Lawry Bucks.
Antionette Monroe recapped the Halloween Party and funds collected for the Canned Food Drive 
competition. President Greg introduced our new Spare Currency and Change project, benefiting the food 
drive, and encouraged members to bring in foreign currency and spare change.
Speaker: Nevada State Senator Catherine Cortez Masto was warmly introduced by Randall Brody. 
Senator Masto discussed accomplishments and community issues, including land and business opportunities, 
technology, workforce development, and water recycling. She answered questions and stayed afterward to 
meet with constituents.
President Greg closed the meeting at 1:30 p.m.

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
investing in multifamily real estate.

Call Mike Ballard at 702-467-0789
mike@caminoverdegroup.com

Hollingsworth Halloween 
Party Treats

Supplies at Philippines Medical Mission
PE Mike at Medical 

Mission in Philippines PE Mike with clients on Medical Mission in Philippines

Hollingsworth Halloween Party
Hollingsworth teachers 

just wanna have fun



Photos

Sgt at Arms Debi welcomes guest

Welcome back Pete - 
We missed you

Congratulations PP Jim who 
drew the Joker, $7,000 Pot

Congratulations guest 
who won the Lawry Bucks PP Tom, PP David and PP Richard

Thank you guest speaker
Senator Cortex Masto

Welcome to the Head table. RYE Student Justus and Linda

Yabba Dabba Do

Guests comfort poor stressed 
out GeorgeKaren and Jane

Cheers! Melanie entertains Red Rock Rotary MembersWelcome new member Marquis Sampey

Welcome to our new Solera Stallion Mountain members

Welcome Chris's mom Nancy

Welcome back Change Makers
President Greg and Senator 

Catherine Cortez Masto
Thank you JC Penneys for your $7,413 

donation to Santa Clothes



The Rotary Club of Gaborone
Gaborone is the capital of Botswana, a country known 
for its wildlife, from the Okavango Delta to the Kalahari 
Desert. The city was built almost from scratch as the new 
capital when Botswana won independence in 1966, 
making it one of the youngest capital cities in the world. 
Readers may know it as the home of Precious Ramotswe, 
heroine of The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency novels.
The Rotary Club of Gaborone is part of District 9400. 
Chartered on January 16, 1972, it is the oldest Rotary 
club in Botswana. Its very first project was giving a 
Braille typewriter to the Mochudi Resource Centre 
for the Blind. More than 50 years later, the club still 
supports the center. Members have drilled a borehole for 
water, helped fund a new building, and held Adventure 
Challenge fundraisers at Mokolodi Nature Reserve that 

raised more than 82,000 pula for the center in a single year.
For over 20 years, the club's Donate-a-Can drive has collected food for children's homes and families in 
need. Each winter, members also deliver blankets to remote villages, including San communities in the 
Kalahari. The club helped build and manage the BMS Phatsimong Adolescent Centre, which opened in 
2013. It was one of the first centers in Africa to support teenagers living with HIV.
The club's international friendships reach across Europe. The Rotary Club of The Hague Metropolitan in 
the Netherlands donated €14,440 in medical equipment to Bamalete Lutheran Hospital, and a Rotary 
club in Copenhagen, Denmark, paid for an artificial turf play area at the Mochudi center. The club has 
also teamed up with the UK-based Wheelchair Foundation to give dozens of wheelchairs to people 
across the country, including 25 in the villages of Mahalapye, Serowe and Lerala.
If you would like to visit, the Rotary Club of Gaborone meets at The Patio Café & Deli, Plot 421 Mokgosi, 
usually on Fridays at 12:30 p.m.

Rotary Club of Amherst
Amherst, Massachusetts is a lively college town in the Pioneer 
Valley. It is home to the University of Massachusetts Amherst, 
Amherst College and Hampshire College. It was also the 

lifelong home of poet Emily Dickinson, 
whose house is now a museum. The Rotary 
Club of Amherst is part of District 7890 and 
is celebrating its 100th anniversary this year. 
Each summer, the club hosts the Amherst 
Town Fair on the Town Common, a local 
tradition for more than 70 years. Proceeds 
support groups such as the Amherst Survival 
Center, which recently received $25,000 
for kitchen equipment, along with Not 
Bread Alone and the Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts. The club also awards college 

scholarships to local high school seniors every year. The club's other signature fundraiser is COVAC, the 
Connecticut Valley Century bike ride. Cyclists choose 25-, 50-, 75- or 100-mile loops through the farms 
and small towns of the Connecticut River Valley.
Internationally, the club donated $10,000 to Pure Water for the World, a nonprofit founded by the Rotary 
Club of Brattleboro, Vermont. The donation helped bring safe drinking water to Cité Soleil, Haiti, one of 
the poorest communities in the Western Hemisphere. More than 400,000 people live there, and illnesses 
from contaminated water, including cholera, are common. The project installs a biosand water filter in 
each home for about $300. It also trains local community agents, teaches families about hygiene, and 
follows up to make sure the filters keep working. The first phase aimed to reach 1,000 homes, about 
6,000 people, including 3,600 children. The club also supports Rotary's worldwide effort to end polio.
If you would like to visit the Rotary Club of Amherst, lunch meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays 
of each month at noon at the Inn on Boltwood, 30 Boltwood Avenue, right on the Town Common.Patrick Ballinger

Director of Development and Marketing
Phone: 702-968-8115    Cell: 702-290-3900

Email:  Patrick.Ballinger@scouting.org
www. scoutinglvac.org

Rotarians Imagine 
The Possibilities!
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Where Rotary Clubs Meet
Southern Nevada, 
District 5300

1. Las Vegas Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Lawry's The Prime Rib 
	 •	When: Thursdays @ 12:00–1:30 PM 

2. Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Lawry's The Prime Rib 
	 •	When: Mondays @ 12:15–1:30 PM 

3. Downtown Las Vegas Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Omelet House 
	 •	When: 1st–3rd Tuesdays @ 7:30 AM 

4. Las Vegas WON Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Fogo de Chão Brazilian Steakhouse 
	 •	When: 1st & 3rd Fridays @ 5:00 PM; 
		  2nd Friday @ 12:00 PM 

5. Las Vegas Summerlin Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Red Rock Country Club 
	 •	When: 1st & 3rd Tuesdays @ 7:00 AM 

6. Las Vegas Red Rock Rotary Club
	 •	Where: PKWY Tavern (varies) 
	 •	When: Tuesdays @ ~6:30 PM 

7. Las Vegas After Hours Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Varies 
	 •	When: 1st, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ 6:00 PM 

8. North Las Vegas Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Gold Mine Tavern (may vary) 
	 •	When: Fridays @ 7:15 AM 

9. Henderson Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Varies 
	 •	When: Tuesdays @ 12:00 PM 

10. Henderson After Hours Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Grape Street Cafe & Wine Bar (varies) 
	 •	When: 2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ 6:00 PM 

11. Green Valley Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Wildhorse Golf Club 
	 •	When: Rotating Thursdays (AM & PM) 

12. Boulder City Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Boulder City (varies) 
	 •	When: Tuesdays (midday) 

13. Boulder City Sunrise Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Boulder Creek Golf Course 
	 •	When: Thursdays (morning)

14. Pahrump Valley Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Artesian Cellars Winery (plus rotating) 
	 •	When: Midday + 4th Tuesday @ 6:00 PM 

15. Mesquite Rotary Club
	 •	Where: 150 N Yucca St, Suite 26, Mesquite, NV 
	 •	When: Wednesdays @ 5:30 PM 

16. Moapa Valley
	 •	Where: University of Nevada Extension
		  1897 North Moapa Valley Blvd Building B
		  Logandale, NV 89021 
	 •	When: Wednesday, 07:00 AM - 08:00 AM

Outside of Our District 
(but in Southern Nevada)

17. Laughlin–Bullhead Rotary Club
	 •	Where: Aquarius Casino Resort 
	 •	When: Wednesdays @ 12:00 PM 
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